University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
University Newspaper - The Pan American

Special Collections and Archives

2-27-2003

The Pan American (2003-02-27)
Matt Lynch

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican
Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
The Pan American, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley. Accessed via
https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections and Archives at ScholarWorks @
UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Newspaper - The Pan American by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact justin.white@utrgv.edu,
william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

PAGE 16

S PORTS

Gents drop Broncs in home finale
Broncs drop to 10-19 on season, seniors recollect on UTPA careers
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
It was Senior Night and a capacity
crowd packed the UTPA Fieldhouse for
the home finale of the 2002-2003 men’ s
basketball campaign, as the Broncs were
trying to avenge a loss earlier this season
to the Centenary Gentlemen. However
they came up short and lost 78-76.
“We want to go out, just mainly have
fun and think about why we came out to
play basketball,” senior guard Kevin
Mitchell said.
James Davis another senior guard, was
ready for the season to be over, “ I can’t
speak for everybody, it’s been a
frustrating year.”
The Broncs started the game on a 9-2
run led by Mitchell and the Bronc
faithful went into a frenzy as the team
extended the lead to 21-10 with 8:35 left
in the first half.
The Gents were not ready to accept
defeat yet and came roaring back to tie
the game up at 30 going into the
intermission.
The Gentlemen came out the second
half with something to prove, led by
their star forward Andrew Wisniewski
who was in foul trouble in the first half.
They manufactured a lead of 63-49 with
7:07 left, that’s when the Broncs had
seen enough and went on a 16-6 run to
close the gap to 69-65 with 2:50
remaining.
In the final seconds of this thriller
which went down to the wire, junior
forward Allen Holcomb had an
opportunity to tie the game with two
pressure free throws, but only made one
out of two and the Broncs dropped a
devastating heart breaker. Holcomb
ended the game with 17 points and

ripped down seven rebounds.
Head Coach Bob Hoffman said “Eric
Montalvo played one of his best games,
he hit some big shots.” Sophomore guard
Eric Montalvo finished the game with 20
points and 10 rebounds for his second
double-double of the season.
"The guys came out with a lot of
energy and enthusiasm, they fought like
crazy and played hard until the end,"
head coach Bob Hoffman said about the
effort of his team.
Mitchell played every minute of the
final home game of his Bronc career; he
ended as the high scorer with 26 points.
“There was excitement, drama and
suspense, it was a wild game,” Mitchell
said.
The Broncs fell to 10-19 with the
defeat. UTPA will close out their season
on the road against Morris Brown in
Atlanta, Ga. on March 1 at 5 p.m.
SENIOR NIGHT
Before the Broncs played their home
basketball finale, the University of
Texas-Pan American wanted to recognize
the senior’s men basketball players for
their hard work and dedication.
The ceremony acknowledged Kevin
Mitchell, Tomas Sitnikovas, Gabe Cortez
and James Davis, awarding them with
their jerseys and appreciation for what
they have done for the Bronc family;
following the festivities the four seniors
started their last career home game.
After the loss to Centenary the players
reflected on what being a Bronc
basketball player meant to them.
"Coach Hoffman taught me a lot, not
just about basketball but about life,"
Mitchell said. "This year was hard, I
have memories that will last forever."

He went on to say, “there
were many things this
season that gave us
challenges, we came
together and tried to
overcome.”
Gabe Cortez who walkedon as a freshman but seldom
played, ended his final season
as a Bronc with a bang, making
his first ever collegiate start
against Centenary.
"Hoffman and his family were
really great to me, I don’t think any
other coach would have given me a
chance," he said.
"I had teammates from all over
the world and got to travel all over
the country, it was a great
experience." The senior that
traveled half across the world to
become a Bronc player Tomas
Sitnikovas said. "We learned
discipline, time management and
how to take care of business, the
team had great chemistry. My
teammates are my friends and I
will have contact with them
forever."
“They are all good kids, they
always gave it their all,” head
coach Hoffman said. “It was a
pleasure having them on my team.”
Guard James Davis summed it up
best when he said, "basketball is just
a game, the important thing is I got
my education, my teammates made it
special."
So four Bronc seniors have
learned wisdom is not measured by
the total points on the scoreboard,
but in the lessons taught through
life experiences and relationships
with people.

Photos by Ed
Chrnko/The Pan
American
DISH: Sophomore Eric Montalvo
(left photo) passes the ball as
Derrick East fills the lane during
the UTPA home finale against
Centenary Monday night.
Right photo: Junior Allen Holcomb
goes up for a shot against
Centenary on Monday night. The
Broncs dropped their season
home finale against the Gents7876, giving UTPA a 10-19 record.

■ Women’s Basketball . .15
■ Stat Page. . . . . . . . . . .14
■ Sports Clipboard . . . . .13

THURSDAY

Campus
VOICE

Are you
concerned
about safety
in Valley
night clubs?

February 27, 2003

An Inside Look:
News ............................................2
A & E............................................7
■ Sports ........................................16
■
■

T h e S t u d e n t N e w s p a p e r o f T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Te x a s - P a n A m e r i c a n

Page 4

CAMPUS
■

BORDER BOLT

In Weslaco a
short high-speed
chase early
Wednesday
morning ended in
a cabbage field
with the driver
fleeing on foot.
Police originally
attempted to stop
the car for
speeding. When
the driver was
caught, officials
realized he had
six illegal aliens
in the vehicle,
including two
hiding in the
trunk. The driver
was arrested and
the aliens were
detained by
Border Patrol
agents. The case
is still under
investigation.
■

WAKEUP CALL

An Edinburg
school bus was
involved in an
accident
Wednesday
morning before
school bells rang.
The bus collided
with a Ford
Mustang on the
corner of Monte
Cristo and Terry
Road. Three
students and the
driver of the
Mustang were
taken to McAllen
Medical Center.
Two of the
students were
from
Economedes
High School and
the other from
Memorial Middle
School.

EMPHATIC— Former
Congressman Kika de la
Garza speaks to UTPA
students Wednesday.
The Valley native served
in politcs on many levels
for over 30 years, and
was one the first highprofile Hispanics to
make it big in government
Celeste Y. Tello/The Pan American

Longtime politico Diabetes, kids
speaks on campus paired in event
By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

Kika de la Garza made his first visit to
the UTPA campus as a guest speaker this
past Tuesday where he stood in front of
students for a casual exchange of
questions and answers.
De la Garza is a Mercedes native who
graduated from Mission High School. He
enlisted in the U.S. Navy at age 17 and
served until 1946. In 1952, he was elected
to the Texas House of Representatives,
where he served six consecutive terms. In
1964, de la Garza was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives for the 15th
district of Texas and served his last term
in 1997.
Dr. Jerry Polinard was responsible for
bringing de la Garza to UTPA to share his
experience with students, and he hopes to
generate more visits from various
politicians.
“We thought we’d have an opportunity
here to inaugurate a series of programs

that we’ll call ‘conversations with,’”
Polinard said. “This actually goes back, I
ran into Kika last fall at the senatorial
debate held in Brownsville and he
mentioned that he had never been invited
to talk overall at the campus. I just
thought ‘Gosh what an opportunity for our
students to have an opportunity with a
person with that wealth of experience.’”
With de la Garza’s interest in speaking
at UTPA and Polinard’s invitation, it
wasn’t long before the students would
have a chance to ask their former state
representative questions.
For Polinard, de la Garza’s visit is the
first in what he hopes will become a series
of visits from different political figures.
“Hopefully we’ll be able to use this as a
springboard to bring other speakers to the
campus over time,” Polinard said. “At
least one per semester.”
De la Garza was willing to come to
UTPA and said that he will travel

See SPEAKER page 5

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

The University of Texas
Border Health Office is
sponsoring a diabetes awareness
campaign targeting young kids
in school.
The Office, which is part of
The University of Texas-Pan
American, is hosting a diabetes
campaign March 3-7 in an effort
to educate school children about
the dangers of the disease. The
School Education and
Enrollment Project (SEEP)
targets 4th-grade students across
the Rio Grande Valley. Incidence
of the disease among Hispanics
is greater than with any other
ethnic minority, reaching as high
as 20 percent in the Valley
according to recent scientific
studies.
This campaign will be
conducted through 31 school

districts and will reach an
estimated 21,000 4th-graders.
According to Eddie Quintanilla,
health education coordinator for
Border Health, the diabetes
awareness campaign is targeting
them because they are more
susceptible to receiving
information.
“It is proven that students in
the 4th grade are more receptive
to information,” said Quintanilla.
The campaign given to these
students will feature lesson plans
given to the teachers regarding
diabetes at least two weeks prior
to March 3. The teachers will
have time to review them before
presenting them to their students.
If they have any questions
regarding the lesson plans the
teachers have been informed that
the school nurses are available to
assist them when presenting the
lessons to the children.

See DIABETES page 4
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Today, 15 people in need of an organ
transplant will die because there was not an
organ available for a transplant.
In 14 minutes, another person will be
added to the national organ transplant
waiting list. With such a high need here in
South Texas, the Texas Organ Sharing
Alliance is trying to decrease those numbers
one family at a time.
According to Yolanda Montemayor,
TOSA’s Southern Region manager, South
Texas (from San Antonio to the Rio Grande
Valley) has the lowest consent rates in the
United States for organ donation.
“As of right now, there are 1,700 people
on the waiting list, and 1,300 of those are for
kidneys,” Montemayor said.
One such patient that was waiting for a
transplant was 17-year-old Jesica Santilan,
the Mexican national who died in North
Carolina this week after her operation failed
due to the use of the wrong blood type. That
high-profile case makes organ donation an
even more important topic for discussion,
and in the Valley there is a serious discourse
unfolding on the subject.
TOSA has been working in the Valley for
16 years, and servicing families from Rio
Grande City to Brownsville. As an
organization, TOSA has been in operation for
27 years.
2000 Coalition on Donation
Montemayor said the need for kidney
transplants is far greater in South Texas due
to diabetes and high blood pressure, which
are common illnesses among Hispanics.
With kidney problems, there is a dialysis
machine that helps the patient by functioning
as a kidney until the patient has no choice
but to be put on the waiting list. But with
organs such as the lungs and heart, those
patients must be placed on the waiting list
quickly.
“There is no option,” Montemayor said.
“Either they get the lung or heart transplant
or they die.”
TOSA has three main operational
functions. One of those is community
education, which gives people at least a
general idea on the subject. The organization
must also do hospital education where
physicians and the nursing staff are brought
up to date on donation facts.
Montemayor said that organ donation is a,
“very small part,” of the medical field. Their
most important job is to approach families
when brain death occurs.
“The hospital calls us and we evaluate the
patient-and not every person that dies
qualifies to be a donor,” Montemayor said.
“If they aren’t a candidate for organ donation
then we don’t even approach the family.”
Should the patient qualify to be a donor,
the family is approached 30 minutes to an
hour after the death is announced.
“It makes a difficult position to be in
because you’re approaching families that are
going through an emotional roller-coaster,
they’re going through all the stages of
grieving and it becomes a very sensitive
time,” Montemayor said. “So, if we go to
talk to a family and they never discussed
organ donation, the majority of the time
they’re going to say, ‘Well no, we don’t

know what he wanted,’ or, ‘How dare you
ask us this right now.’ You never realize how
important donation is until you are in the
situation.”
With exposure to the subject, the family
doesn’t get offended because they understand
that the discussion of organ donation is a part
of the process. One of the most important
issues TOSA tries to present is the need to
discuss organ donation with families while
no one is in the hospital.
“It’s best to talk about it when there isn’t a
tragedy at hand because really that time is
not the best time because you’re going to be
dealing with lots of emotions,” Montemayor
said.

is the religious views toward the subject.
“Over the past five years we’ve taken great
strides in making sure that the churches
come out to speak on behalf of organ
donation,” Montemayor said. “There is not
one recognized religion in the United States
that opposes organ donation.”
Montemayor and Pinon both agree that
there is an understanding and acceptance
growing around South Texas.
“Now because we’ve done so much
community education—even if they still say
no, they’re calm about it,” Montemayor said.
“The whole thing has evolved into them still
saying no, but at least they have knowledge
about it.”

Dealing with Organ Donation
Even Prado of Rio Grande City was going
into his junior year of high school when he
discovered he had kidney failure. He
managed school, college planning, and
dialysis while waiting for a kidney. Prado
was on the waiting list for six months before
receiving a kidney from his father.
“You never realize how important donation
is until you are in the situation,” he said.
Along with TOSA, Prado agrees that the
majority of the public is uneducated on the
subject and has taken it upon himself to
inform the public.
“I was able to make an informative
interview with Univision where I shared my
story to try to open people’s minds and to
educate them on the issue,” he said. “I also
attended a meeting involving nurses from
Valley hospitals and again shared my
experience.”
Montemayor stated that the decision to
donate is made by the individual. Aside from
discussing it with family, there are stickers
that read ‘DONOR’ that can be placed on a
driver’s license, and there is also the donor
card, which is signed by the individual along
with two witnesses. Both of these are
considered legal documents.
Despite the fact that these are legal
documents, family members still have the
option of declining organ donation. Legally,
the organization can still continue with the
donation, yet Montemayor said that it is a
risk that TOSA is not willing to take.
Richard Pinon, TOSA’s hospital and donor
services coordinator, said in South Texas,
the extended family tend to have difficulty
with the subject of donation, and often has an
effect on the final outcome.
“With the myths of donation, we try to
take people to a comfort level where they
understand the process and that they aren’t
impeding the sanctity of the body because
that’s the belief,” Pinon said.
Another myth that TOSA must dispel often

Community Awareness
In efforts to inform the community on this
issue, TOSA and its volunteers attend health
fairs, do civic and community organization
presentations, as well as spreading the word
to high school students involved in health
classes, Health Occupation Students of
America, and Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps.
TOSA, along with several national
organizations has various projects to increase
awareness. In November, the National Donor
Sabbath is held where all churches across the
nation speak out on behalf of organ donating.
“April is the nationwide Donate Life
month,” Montemayor said. “We take green
ribbons and place them along Business 83
with the help of volunteers.”
Each May, donor families gather for a
donor quilt ceremony. During this ceremony
families’ come together to talk about their
loved one and create a patch that will bind
the quilt together. This creates an opportunity
for loved ones to grief and celebrate life. The
quilt is kept in TOSA’s San Antonio office.
“We don’t want to get away from the
understanding that these families have been
through such tragic situations,” Pinon said.
“Because they’ve donated—they have
touched the lives of many people.”
In the end, Pinon and Montemayor said
they hope to drastically decrease the dramatic
statistics they deal with daily. Slowly, TOSA
is on its way to accomplish their goal. This
past year, there have been 22 donor families
compared to the 12 in 2001.
“Although the donors and recipients are
connected through grieving—recipients
know that someone had to die for them to get
a second chance at life. The donor family—
they’re the true heroes because they had to
think past their moment of grief to give life
to someone else,” Montemayor said.
For further information on organ donor
awareness or volunteer opportunities, call
630-0884.

Organ Donation Facts
• One individual donor can provide organs, bone, and
tissue for 50 or more people.
• Donation is not considered until all efforts to save the
patient’s life have failed.
• Organs & tissue for donation include the heart; liver,
tendons, lungs, skin, pancreas, corneas, bone, kidneys,
intestines, and heart valves
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UTPA downs Incarnate Word Broncs take 2 of 3
from Boll Weevils

Organ topic gaining importance
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
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UTPA comeback falls short as
Arkansas-Monticello wins 6-5
By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American
The University of
Texas-Pan American
baseball team almost
recorded a sweep of the
Arkansas-Monticello
Boll Weevils last
weekend.
But after Saturday's
doubleheader wins,
UTPA was stopped short
in the series finale
Sunday, losing Weevils
6-5, to make its record
7-7 for the year.
“We didn't play good
fundamental baseball,”
head coach Willie
Gawlik said. “We
had errors that
hurt us, and didn’t
get serious until
late in the game.”
It wasn’t until
the third inning of
the game Sunday
that the Boll
Weevils (now 5-5)
scored and took a
2-0 advantage. In
the top of the
fourth frame, they
added one run to
make the score 30.
Having already
plated a run in the
fourth, the visitors
had an
opportunity to put
the game out of reach
with two outs and the
bases loaded, but UTPA
sophomore Jonathan
Mason made a catch in
center field for the third
out.
UTPA’s first score of
the day came in the
bottom of the forth on
freshman Louie
Alamia’s hit to center
field that plated
sophomore Tony Ortiz.
The Weevils
responded with another
run in the fifth, and the
Broncs were down 4-1.
But UTPA responded
as senior Jerome McCoy
stole second base to put
himself in scoring
position. With
sophomore Marco Garza
at the plate, McCoy
advance to third on a
passed ball. Garza
finally has his chance to
hit and took the
opportunity to fire a shot
into left field to score
McCoy, closing the gap
to 4-2.
After the Weevils
added two insurance

“

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

CROWDED: Alex Gravel (5) tries to get position on an Incarnate Word defender during Tuesday night’s 77-68 win for UTPA.

Lady Broncs tally season highs in points and shooting percentage,
while tying a season low in turnovers en route to sixth win of season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American women’s basketball team
scored its highest point total of the
season, defeating Division II Incarnate
Word 77-68 Tuesday night at the
Fieldhouse before a crowd of 255
supporters.
The win improved the Lady Broncs
to 6-21 on the season while dropping
the Crusaders to 15-10 for the year.
Five UTPA players scored in the
double-digits as the team shot a
season-best 52.5 percent from the
floor in attaining the season high. The
women hoopsters also tied a seasonlow in the turnover category by
allowing only nine, and this was one
of the keys to their second win in the
last three games.
Senior forward Alex Gravel led the
Lady Broncs with 20 points, and
upped her all-time scoring record to
1,204 points. Five-foot-seven guard
Jennifer Piwonka netted 16 points and
senior center Naima Williams
contributed 11 to solidify her hold on
second place on the UTPA all-time
scoring list with 1,157 points. Amanda
Carlow and Jennifer Arriola each
added 10 points in the victory.
“It’s a pretty good achievement. I’m
proud of myself. I’ve been here for
four years and worked hard so it’s a
really good achievement for me,”
Williams said on her scoring mark.
UTPA exploded for an early 24-8
lead with 9:58 left to play in the first
half, but IWU fought back by going
on a 20-4 run to tie the game 28-28.
Junior center Shamieka Buckley and
senior guard April Walker led the

Crusader surge with six points apiece.
Five-foot-ten sophomore guard Amy
Mueller led the IWU with 16 points
for the game.
After the Crusader run, Pan Am
settled down and went back to work.
Gravel hit a three-pointer for a 33-30
with 1:28 remaining in the first half
and UTPA held on to go into the
intermission with a narrow 37-32 lead.
“We had to pick up our intensity
and knew that if we did, we would
win the game,” Houston native
Williams said.
In the second half, Pan Am
fashioned a nine-point 58-49 lead over
IWU that was capped by junior Mary

DeCock’s three-pointer with 9:13
remaining.
The Lady Broncs went on a 9-2 run
to take a seemingly commanding 6451 lead with 5:40 left to play,but IWU
closed the gap to come within six
points when senior guard Michelle
Viverette converted a three-point play
to cut Pan Am’s lead to 65-59 with
3:56 remaining.
However, that’s as close as the
Crusaders would get. UTPA outscored
IWU 12-9 in the last three minutes of
the game to pick up its second win in
three games and improve the home
record to 4-9 at the Fieldhouse.

See LADY BRONCS page 13

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

UP AND AWAY: Lady Bronc Naima Williams shoots against Incarnate Word Tuesday.

runs in the seventh, the
Broncs had one last
chance with two outs in
the ninth inning. After a
walk put McCoy on
first, the senior
advanced to third on an
error.
Senior Bruce Kennedy
slapped a grounder
through the infield to
help McCoy score his
second run of the day
and close the lead to 63.
One batter later, Garza
belted a two-run homer
over the left-field wall
to pull the Broncs within

We didn’t pitch
well and we
played
inconsistently.
The key to win
is to play very
consistent
throughout the
game.
- Willie Gawlik ,
head baseball coach
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a single run.
But the UTPA rally
would fall short as
sophomore catcher Matt
Eichel grounded out to
end the game.
Jason Duhon took the
loss on the mound for
UTPA.
“We didn't pitch well
and we played
inconsistently,” Gawlik
said. “The key to win is
to play very consistent
throughout the game.
We just didn't get
serious until late in the
game.”
UTPA’s chance to
compete against a Big
12 team, Texas Tech,
went by the wayside
because the recent cold
snap made travel to
north Texas difficult.
The team will play at
home this weekend,
March 1-2 against Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi.
March 1 will feature a
doubleheader against
TAMUCC which will
begin at 4 p.m., while
the series finale will
begin at 1 p.m. March 2.

Broncs getting better
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

After 14 games, the University of
Texas-Pan American baseball team has
used some scrappy offense and
innovative pitching to post a 7-7 record
which is an improvement over last year’s
2-12 start.
Last season, the Bronc’s notched a
dismal 15-38 record while generating
only 16 home runs, and crossing the
plate 206 times off 177 RBI and 424 hits.

However, this season UTPA’s offense
has generated 7 home runs, 79 RBI’s,
racked up 89 runs and 131 hits.
This year’s offensive output is 30-45
percent of last season’s offensive totals
in a little over a quarter of the schedule.
In the won-lost category, the orangeand-green have already notched 46
percent of last year’s total wins in only
14 games.
Pan Am’s pitching has also seen
improvement. Last year, Bronc pitching

See IMPROVEMENT page 13

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
Feb. 23
Ark.-Monticello (5-5) 0 0 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 - 6 10 3
UTPA (7-7)
000110003-5 6 3
Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - N Johnson; J Bowen
(5); D Keen (6). UTPA - J Duhon; T Sorden (4); J
Gibson (7).
Win-J Bowen (1-0) Save-D Keen (1) Loss-J Duhon
(0-2) Time - 2:55 Attendance - 325
HR UTPA - M Garza
Feb. 22 Game 2
Ark.-Monticello (4-5) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 - 1 4 1
UTPA (7-6)
0010001-260
Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - J McClain; J Johnson
(7). UTPA - B DiOrio; J Gibson (7).
Win - J Gibson (1-1) Loss - J Johnson (0-1) Time 1:58 Attendance - 329
Feb. 22 Game 1
Ark.-Monticello (4-4) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 3 6
UTPA (6-6)
0 1 0 2 0 3 9 0 X -15 13 1

Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - B Goswick; L
Johnson (6); S Watkins (7). UTPA - J Lopez; J Saenz
(8).
Win - J Lopez (1-0) Loss - B Goswick (2-1) Time 2:40 Attendance - Not Reported
HR UTPA - M Garza

Batting
G
L. Alamia
9
J. McCoy
14
M. Garza
14
Tony Ortiz
14
Juan Saenz
9
Note: based on at

AB
26
34
59
54
25
least

H
13
14
23
19
7
25 at

R
7
11
11
10
0
bats.

HR
0
0
3
0
0

RBI
3
7
13
8
4

AVG
.500
.412
.390
.352
.280

Pitching
G IP
John Lopez
3 11.1
Ben DiOrio
4 19.0
Aaron Guerra
4 20.2
Note: based on at least 10

W-L ERA SO
1-0
0.79
9
2-0
1.42
12
2-2
3.92
8
innings pitched.

BB
8
6
8
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UTPA Baseball Schedule
Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello

Result
W 11-3
W 13-4
W 7-1
L 10-16
W 3-2
L 2-9
L 5-20
L 1-9
L 3-12
L 8-12 (10)
W 4-0
W 15-0
W 2-1
L 5-6

Site
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
H

Date
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Hou. St.
Sam Hou. St.

Site
A
A
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H

Time
Canceled
Canceled
4 p.m.
1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
H
3 p.m.
Prairie View
H
7 p.m.
Iona vs. Prairie View
H
3 p.m.
Illinois
H
7 p.m.
Illinois vs. Prairie View
H
Noon
Iona
H
7 p.m.

14
14
15
15
16
16

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Iona
H
Iona
H
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

7 p.m.
2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Basketball
Stats
Men’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

G
29
29
29
29
29

Pts Pts/G
424 14.6
308 10.6
262
9.0
243
8.4
237
8.2

G
29
29
29

Reb RB/G
217
7.5
130
4.5
121
4.2

G
28
29
29

No
104
96
56

Rebounds
A. HOLCOMB
T. Sitnikovas
P. Thompson
Assists
JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

A/G
3.7
3.3
1.9

Women’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
Jennifer Piwonka
Julie Porter
Amanda Carlow

G
24
27
27
27
27

Pts Pts/G
331 13.8
292 10.8
208
7.7
169
6.3
156
5.8

Rebounds
G
JULIE PORTER 27
Naima Williams 27
Jennifer Arriola 27

Reb
155
150
109

RB/G
5.7
5.6
4.0

No.
85
80
50

A/G
3.1
3.0
2.1

Assists
G
J. PIWONKA
27
Amanda Carlow 27
Alex Gravel
24
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Internship Website
promises opportunity
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Students at The University of Texas-Pan
American could soon have a chance to work for a
Fortune 500 company after graduation.
INROADS, a non-profit organization that seeks
to increase business career opportunities and
knowledge for minorities, recruits students for
internships, giving corporations the opportunity
to develop diverse managerial talent during their
college career.
“INROADS is very influential for any student
that participates,” said Carole Grant, the firm’s
managing director for central Texas.
According to the INROADS website
(www.INROADS.org) over the last three years,
an average of 60 percent of all graduating
INROADS interns have received immediate fulltime offers from their corporate sponsors.
In order to apply for the internship, the
student must be a minority with a 3.0 average,
have a combined SAT score of at least 900, or an
ACT score of at least 20. The students must also
be pursuing a degree in a business or another
technical discipline, as well as liberal arts, law,
and medicine, and they must demonstrate
outstanding leadership characteristics.
The student must also be a senior in high
school, or a first or second year college student
since at least two summers are necessary in order
to get the internship. The INROADS graduate
internship program recruits third and fourth year
college students planning to pursue an advanced
degree.
INROADS staff proceeds to select 100
students from all applicants after intensive
screening and many one-on-one interviews and
are called the INROADS “talent pool,” a group
of people who will be presented to the
corporations.
INROADS, funded through client sponsorship
fees, foundation grants and contributions, also
provides counseling and training once the student
is selected to receive an internship.
According to www.INROADS.org,
participating companies must make a three-part
commitment: to provide career-related summer
work experience for interns, to form a team of
staff members to guide and oversee the interns
development, and to pay a consecutive salary to
the intern, as well as an annual sponsorship fee
per intern.
Located in Austin, the central office services
all students from south of Waco to the Valley,
said Grant. But its connections with Valley kida
have been sporadic and rife with confusion.

When asked if she services students from
UTPA, Grant replied, “As far as I know, we
haven’t had any students from UTPA, but would
love the opportunity to work for them and help
them with their career planning and
development.”
At UTPA, Career Placement Services (CPS) is
dedicated to serving students at all points in their
undergraduate and graduate academic careers.
As stated in the mission statement, CPS is
responsible for connecting university students
and alumni with prospective employers. In order
to fulfill this responsibility, the organization is
committed to providing high quality services that
enable students, throughout their academic
career, to explore career options, develop
effective job search skills, and ultimately obtain
career related employment or admission to a
professional or graduate school upon graduating
from UTPA.
According to Enedelia P. Kidd, Director of
CPS, INROADS contacted her to see if UTPA
wanted to collaborate with the organization a
year ago. After information was exchanged she
accepted.
“After some time, students came and told me
INROADS was charging them 30 dollars to use
their services but the organization already
receives donations from corporations,” said Kidd.
According to Kidd, the students didn’t need to
pay the $30 fee since CPS assisted UTPA
students with finding jobs and internships for
free.
“I’m here to help the student and to protect the
student,” said Kidd.
Because of this confusion, INROADS and the
Career Placement Services at UTPA lost contact.
Grant, when asked about the 30-dollar fee that
was not made clear to the CPS staff a year ago,
said, “The 30-dollar fee was for the Talent Pool
training which also included breakfast and
lunch.”
When asked if there was any other fee that the
student would have to pay considering
INROADS is a non-profit organization, Grant
replied, “The only other fee is optional, only if
the students wishes to join the INROADS student
association during the year.”
Kidd was notified of the response and said that
she would be more than happy to contact
INROADS once again.
For further information, visit
www.INROADS.org, or contact Daniel Guerrero
at 1(800) 390-1905. CPS is located at UTPA in
the student services building in room 147 or can
be reached my phone at (956) 381-2243 from
eight a.m. to five p.m. Monday through Friday.
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Killer Bees in their house
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

and Williamson Construction Co. of
Pharr. Vela said it has taken five
years of implementation to try to
make the project a reality.
A hive of killer bees is due to
The multipurpose arena has a
arrive in the Valley next fall.
capacity of 7,000 people for regular
Hidalgo, the Rio Grande Valley
events, and can seat up to 5,500 for
town known for “The World’s
hockey games. Wane Davis, the
Largest Killer Bee,” a spectacle
vice president of Global
seen in shows such as the Oprah
Entertainment Marketing System,
Winfrey Show, is welcoming a new
said the company thought the arena
group of killer bees to a new
was a good fit because it can house
hockey arena.
boxing matches, arena football,
The Rio Grande Valley Events
basketball, tennis, and soccer.
Center will be the home of The
“It will enhance the culture of the
Killer Bees, the newest team in the
Valley because it will bring in
Arizona-based Central Hockey
different types of events the Valley
League. The hockey team will drop
does not have,” Davis said. “It will
the puck for pre-season games in
give the Valley a since of
October.
community pride with external and
The arena will not only house the
internal events.”
hockey team, but also bring more
According to both Vera and
than 150 events per season
Davis, club seats and suites are
including concerts, and family
almost sold
shows.
out, while
City
season tickets
Manager Joe
are still
Vera III said
We are excited
available for
that the hockey
the public.
about the arena and
arena will
Different
improve the
the support by the
companies,
quality of life
community. It will
businesses,
of the residents
and law firms
of the Valley
generate jobs, and
around the
because it will
the taxes will benefit
Valley have
bring shows
purchased the
such as Disney
the entire area.
suites and
on Ice, never
- Joe Vera III,
club seats, but
before seen in
Hidalgo City Manager
their names
this part of
cannot be
Texas.
revealed,
Construction and development of
according to Davis.
this arena took five years. Hidalgo
The coliseum will not just benefit
city officials were interested in
the City of Hidalgo, but the entire
simply building a civic center for
Valley by providing jobs, Vera said.
the town, but after extensive
“We are excited about the arena
research they decided to join force
and the support by the community,”
with the Texas Municipal Facilities
Vera commented. “It will generate
Corp., and the International
jobs, and the taxes will benefit the
Coliseum Co., according to Vera.
entire area.”
“We started looking at building a
The good weather in the Valley
civic center,” Vera said. “After
has permitted the construction of
researching and visiting companies
the arena to proceed quickly,
of both centers and coliseums, we
according to Davis. Duane Stark,
came in contact with Rick
vice president of Williamson
Kozuback in the Central Hockey
Construction Co., has estimated the
League and got interested.”
finishing touches of the building
The construction phase for the
will conclude in mid-September,
$20 million project started in June
making the arena ready for use in
2002, and a number of companies
October.
have aided the project. About 15-20
“The building is something the
architects from PBK, a Canadian
people will be very proud of and
company, come down every other
look forward to using it in the
week to run the project, with the
future,” Davis predicted.
help of local architect Eddie Vela
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Sign Language club has increasing activity
By MELISSA MORENO
The Pan American
It started with the French Club, and then there
was a Spanish Club. Now, the University of
Texas-Pan American has an American Sign
Language Organization.
The club was founded in Fall 2001 and
currently has 60-65 members, most of whom
are communication disorders majors. Club
President Eric Martinez says the sign language
organization was formed to “bridge the gap
between the hearing and non-hearing world.”
Most club members already have knowledge
of sign language or have taken one of the two
classes offered at the university.
“Unfortunately,” Martinez says, “we only

have two sign language classes, but eighty to
eighty-five percent of the members know sign
language.”
Club adviser Keith Sibley and his wife Paula
are both sign language instructors who, with the
help of the organization, promote signing to the
community.
The sign club works closely with the South
Texas Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
(STCDHH) and the Valley Association for
Independent Living (VAIL). Club members
tutor deaf children who are part of these two
organizations, and also assist fellow members.
On campus, the sign club hosts bake sales,
“pampered chef” sales, and a silent dinner. With
the silent dinner, members bring one dollar and
can sit and eat with other members of the club,

as well as deaf people in the community.
Martinez says the club has a great influence
on the community.
“In the organization, we do many events,” he
said. “This semester we have a picnic planned
and a bowling night. We invite all the members
of the deaf community, their moms, dads, and
any children they may have, and we invite them
long before we do anything.”
The most profound involvement in the
community comes with the organization’s book
reading at McAllen’s Barnes and Noble, held on
the last Saturday of each month at 3 p.m. The
regular Barnes and Noble book reading is
accompanied by Keith Sibley’s sign language.
According to Martinez, the turnout is always
big, giving the opportunity to give back to the

community.
“It works out really great because just before
that (3 p.m.), they have story time and everyone
kind of sticks around for the signing,” he said.
Last spring, the organization was awarded the
“Service Project of the Year” by UTPA. This
year, members are planning to host a “deaf
picnic” on campus for the deaf community as
well as the public. They are expecting 350-400
people in attendance from San Antonio, Corpus
Christi, Laredo, and the Valley. This event is
open to all members of the organization and the
public.
For more information about the club, e-mail
Eric Martinez at eric8100@prodigy.net, or
attend a meeting, held every Tuesday from 12
p.m.-1 p.m. at the U.C.

Are you concerned about
safety in Valley night clubs?

Campus
VO I C E

Ana Cristina Tobias
Management
Freshman
No, because I feel safe most of the time
since nothing serious has happened here
in the Valley.

Ananda Morlock
Theater/T.V.-Film
Freshman
Not really. I think what happened in
Chicago was just a big mistake and as
long as people are more careful then it
won’t happen.

Bianca Hammond
Broadcast Journalism
Freshman
Yes, I don’t think that the secruity at
night clubs really protect. They are
more concerned about their image.

Student action solicited
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

When nationally syndicated columnist Molly
Ivins visited The University of Texas Pan
American last weekend, she encouraged
students to get politically involved by voting and
becoming aware of current issues and events.
She feels that if the majority of the people get
out and vote, then they will have more political
power than they would’ve had.
“In this country we can’t get people interested
to vote,” said Ivins, who has long been noted for
her biting and humorous political satire of Texas
politicians such as George W. Bush and current
Texas governor Rick Perry. “Politics are the
warmth of our lives. It’s going to affect
everything in your life as long as you live.”
Ivins said it is important for students to be
politically involved because politicians don’t
take young people seriously since most of them
don’t vote. She said students must remain active
in politics and current affairs before they get out
of hand.
A recent USA Today survey shows the level
of student participation in college campuses is at
its lowest level in two generations. According to
Samuel Freeman, professor of political science
at UTPA, student involvement rates are low
because some students don’t have the time to
participate in any events. Freeman said because
of the poverty levels in the Valley, most students
are forced to work while in school.
“Between school, work and family, how
much time do they have left?” Freeman asked.
“They have less free time.”
Freeman said student involvement in political
issues at UTPA has increased and decreased
throughout time. In some years, participation is
high, at others it is lower.
Freeman added that students can get involved
by demonstrating or protesting on controversial
issues. By doing this, he said students opinions
will be heard and changes in the laws will be
made.
“We have to take it to the streets,” said
Freeman. “It doesn’t mean riots or huge kinds of

DIABETES
Carla Pena
Business Administration
Sophomore
Yes because everybody needs to
feel secure especially when there’s
alcohol involved.

Bobby Ponce
Undeclared
Junior
No because I don’t go to clubs so I don’t
care.
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protests. We have to do it in a correct manner so
we can make our voices heard.”
At South Texas Community College, there is
a student organization that demonstrates peace.
According to Freeman, members of Students for
Peace have been debating more toward the
possibility of war with Iraq than students from
UTPA.
“I am amazed at STCC, a junior college who
has a peace organization while UTPA has
nothing,” Freeman said. “They have done much
more such debating the war than students from
here have.”
Professors at the university are encouraging
students to get politically involved in multiple
ways. Freeman noted that professors are willing
to advise students to demonstrate in current
events.
“It’s not our job to lead and direct students,”
Freeman said. “We are not directors, we are
advisors, but we will continue to do that for the
students.”
Although student involvement is at its low at
the university, Freeman said compared to the
political movement of 1964, there are much
larger organizations now who are protesting
against the war. Also adding, participation in
college campuses across the country varies.
“In other campuses there is a great deal going
on,” Freeman said. “It is disappointing that not
many are involved, but we’re certainly not as
behind like in 1964.”
After 1964, Vietnam heated up and gradually
so did student protests of that conflict in
Southeast Asia. The American anti-war
movement reached a fever pitch in 1967 when
hundreds of thousands of citizens marched on
the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
On campus, Nick Braune, a TSTC
philosophy lecturer was set to participate in a
debate about the possible war in Iraq today at
noon in SBS, room 101. Next Tuesday there
will be an anti-war protest on campus near the
library, and Freeman is scheduled to address
those issues on March 6. So perhaps the spirit to
get involved that Ivins and Freeman encouraged
is starting to catch on.

continued from page 1

“We prepare the material and send the lesson
plans to the schools,” said Quintanilla.
Along with the lesson plans teachers will
receive literature concerning diabetes. Upon the
completion of the SEEP program each student
will be given a registration card. Each child is
required to take the card home and register
friends and family members who have diabetes.
The cards are then returned to the UT Border
Health Office through the child’s school.
“It is very important for people to register
because it’s like a census,” said Quintanilla.
“We need to know how many people have
diabetes so that we can receive the proper
funding to help them.”
The people who are registered through this
program will periodically receive educational
information about the disease, and will receive
newsletters that feature proper diet suggestions
and adequate exercise ideas. Those who are
registered through the UT Border Health Office
can estimate that they will be in the database
for about five years and during that time they
will be receiving their educational information.
Addie Alvarez, senior public

relations/advertising major commented that
having a project like SEEP is very important for
young children. At the age of 22, due to a
collapse suffered in class Alvarez found out that
she had diabetes. Not knowing how to properly
cope with the disease and the reactions the
strong medication caused her, Alvarez was
forced to leave the university.
“Studying for a diabetic is harder than for a
normal person," said Alvarez. "Your attention
span and memory retention are affected by your
sugar levels.”
After 20 years Alvarez is back in school.
She mentioned that she feels it is very
important to teach kids about diabetes at an
early age so that they can start taking proper
care of themselves.
“As Hispanics because our diets we are very
susceptible to the disease,” said Alvarez. “It is
important to teach children because it will be
engraved in their brain that they have to eat
healthy in order to avoid getting diabetes.”
For more information concerning diabetes or
the SEEP project contact Eddie Quintanilla at
the UT Border Health Office at 381-2820.

Diabetes Facts Box
• Type I: the pancreas makes little

or no

insulin

• Common Symptoms:
- Constant thirst

-Constant hunger

- Fatigue

-Blurred vision

has trouble carryingthe glucose to your

- Weight loss

-Frequent

body’s cells

- Tingling in

• TypeII: the insulin made by yourpancreas

hands or feet

urination
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LADY BRONCS

continued from page 15

“Offensively, I thought we were
phenomenal in the second half,” said
interim coach Tracy Anderson. “We had
some easy baskets because of the
turnovers and that’s something we haven’t
been able to do until today.”
“It was about adjustment and we did
that at half time,” Gravel said.
In their previous game, the team failed
to make it happen down the stretch. Last
Thursday, UTPA dropped a heartbreaker
to Lipscomb in the final seconds of the
game 66-65 when Kendra Ramsey scored
the winning basket with four seconds left
on the clock.
Pan Am made a last ditch effort with
2.1 seconds left in the game, but South
Dakota native Carlow missed her jump
shot at the buzzer as the Lady Broncs lost
for the ninth time this season at the
Fieldhouse.
“She made a tough shot. It happens,”

IMPROVEMENT

Gravel said on the heart-wrenching loss to
Lipscomb.
The Lady Broncs will wrap up their
2002-03 season against Independent rival
Centenary on March 1 at the Fieldhouse,
on what has been designated as Senior
Day.
“I want to come out and play the best
game that I can and leave Pan Am with
something to remember me by,” Williams
said.
“I’m excited because we’re playing
Centenary. We have a big rivalry with
them, but it’s going to be really
emotional. It would be nice to finish with
a win,” leading scorer Gravel said.
“It’s been kind of bittersweet. It’s been
a tremendous year and I’m looking
forward to the last game and also a bit sad
because it’s been a lot of fun and we’re
playing really good basketball right now,”
Anderson said.

continued from page 14

posted a woeful 7.26 ERA, but this season and Juan Saenz to step up onto the mound
and they have done just that by pitching
UTPA hurlers have thrown for a 5.42
some quality innings in recent games.
ERA.
“That’s a pretty tough assignment, but
“We’ve played hard for the most part,”
Lopez has stepped up, Saenz has done the
first year head coach Willie Gawlik said.
same thing and Guerra hasn’t pitched
“We’re playing and pitching well. We’re
since high school, but
learning on the run.”
they’ve met the
In mid-February,
challenge,” Gawlik
Pan Am’s pitching
said.
wore out after a
They’re working
The Broncs will
strong 4-2 start and
play 13 of their next
dropped four straight
hard and trying to
18 games at home,
games including
get better. We
but will face some
being outscored 41-9
pretty tough
in the Express
have to shore up
competition during
College Classic (Feb.
the home stretch,
14-16).
and get some
matching up against
However, in the
more pitching
the likes of
last four games, the
TAMUCC and Sam
Broncs have gone 3- Willie Gawlik,
Houston State
1 by scoring an
head baseball coach
University.
average of 6.5 runs
Pan Am’s schedule
per game while
won’t get any easier, since the Broncs
UTPA pitching has held their opponents
to 1.75 runs per game which has bolstered will close out the last stretch of the
season by playing 18 of their last 20
the team’s ERA on the strength of some
games on the road.
innovative pitching techniques that
“We’ve got a long way to go,” Gawlik
Gawlik has resorted to.
“They’re working hard and trying to get said on the upcoming stretch. “We’ve got
to be able to adjust and move ahead.”
better. We have to shore up and get some
Last season, after UTPA’s rocky 2-12
more pitching,” said Gawlik on the lack
start, the Broncs only managed to go 13of pitching on the Bronc roster.
26, which included losing their last seven
In order to rest a tired pitching staff,
games of the 2001-/02 season to finish at
Gawlik has resorted to using position
players such as John Lopez, Aaron Guerra 15-38.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Broncs honored
Senior guard Kevin Mitchell of the
University of Texas-Pan American
men’s basketball team was one of five
players recently named to the 2003
Verizon All-District Six Men’s
Basketball Team. The team was chosen
by the College Sports Information
Directors of America. Mitchell received
the honor by leading UTPA in scoring
by averaging 14.2 points per game,
accumulating a 74.8 free throw percentage, and averaging 3.3 assists per game.
Mitchell also holds a 3.571 grade point
average and will be graduating in May
with a marketing degree.

Rangers open shop
The Texas Rangers will open up the
2003 Spring Training Season on Feb. 27
against the Kansas City Royals at 1:05
p.m. in their new spring home of
Surprise, Ariz. Last season, the Rangers
finished dead last in the competitive
West Division of the American League
with a 72-90 record. The Houston
Astros will open up their Spring
Training schedule on Feb. 28 against the
Montreal Expos at Viera, Fla. in a 1:05
p.m. game. The Astros finished in second place in the Central Division of the
National League with a record of 84-78.

Local CHL squad
makes trip
The Hidalgo Killer Bees will be
organizing their second bus trip to
Laredo on Friday Feb. 28 to watch the
Laredo Bucks face off against El Paso in
a CHL game. The buses will depart
from the McAllen Civic Center at 2
p.m. and will cost $30 per fan. A ticket
to the game, dinner and a viewing of the
movie “Slap Shot” is included in the
cost of the trip. The Killer Bees kick off
their first season this fall.

Chivas down Tuzos
The Chivas of Guadalajara defeated
the Tuzos of Pachuca, 3-1, on Sunday at
Jalisco Stadium to claim the top spot in
the Mexican Soccer League’s Clausura
2003 tournament. Guadalajara accumulated 14 points to edge Monterrey, who
also has 14 points, by goal differential.
The Rayados tied with Atlas 2-2 on
Saturday at the Tecnologico Stadium in
Monterrey. In San Luis Potosi, the

Tigres of UNL lost to the host club 2-0.
The Monterrey-based Tigres dropped to
fifth place with the loss.

Rock pins Hogan
The Rock managed to defeat Hulk
Hogan in the main event at No Way Out
2003 last Sunday night. Stone Cold
Steve Austin also marked his return to
WWE (formerly WWF) by crushing his
former WCW boss, Eric Bischoff. In
another match, Triple H held on to his
World Heavyweight Championship title
by holding off Scott Steiner.

Tyson KOs Etienne
It took “Iron” Mike Tyson just 49 seconds to put away Clifford Etienne last
Saturday night at the Pyramid in
Memphis and renew his hopes of a
rematch with heavyweight champion
Lennox Lewis. One of the undercard
bouts featured former Olympic skater
Tonya Harding making her debut in the
pro boxing circuit. Harding lost a split
decision to Samantha Browning who
also was making her pro debut.
On Saturday, March 1, WBA heavyweight champion John Ruiz will rumble
with Roy Jones Jr. in a 12-round bout at
the Thomas & Mack Center in Las
Vegas. The championship fight will be
broadcast on HBO.

Jordan hits 40, twice
Michael Jordan celebrated his 40th
birthday by becoming the NBA’s first
40-40 player during Washington’s 89-86
win over New Jersey Friday night.
Jordan scored 43 points in the victory
and became the first 40-year-old NBA
player to score 40 points in a game.
Jordan hit 18 of 30 shots and made
seven of eight free throws.

Tennis teams fall
Both the Broncs and Lady Broncs
dropped matches Sunday. The UTPA
men’s team fell 5-2 to Southeastern
Louisiana in its Southland Conference
season opener, while Southwest Texas
State steamrolled the Lady Broncs 7-0.
Against SWT, the Broncs earned points
at number three and number five singles.
Matt Gower beat Matt Tate 2-6, 7-6,
7-5 at the third spot, while Oliver Steil
beat Paul Birkett at the fifth position 46, 6-3, 7-5.
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Stringent rules for Ziglar comes to town
foreign students
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

instance of the government collecting massive
information trying to get leads for terrorism
suspects by really casting a broader net than
is effective.”
Diversity is everywhere, and it is
Philip Clay, UTPA Adviser for Foreign
something universities throughout the nation
Students, considers the issue to be positive to
strive for. At some schools, the concept refers
those who wish to obtain an education in
to American ethnic minorities, and at others,
America.
international students are part of that mix.
“Upon arrival at the U.S. Port of Entry, all
In the 2002 fall semester there were 430
international students sign documents giving
international students registered at the
permission to immigration authorities to
University of Texas-Pan American and an
access that information during their stay in
estimated 583,000 international students
the U.S.,” Clay said. “As an international
enrolled in the United States. Along with the
student present in the U.S., they must abide
rising number of international students
by the regulations that govern their stay. This
attending universities, the post-Sept. 11
system will inform immigration of violators
security level has increased as well. Several
and enable immigration to detain, deport, or
of the 9-11 terrorists entered the country
cancel visas of violators.”
either through student visas or other lax
According to Clay, all international
immigration programs.
students will be in the SEVIS system.
The Immigration and Naturalization
Currently there are 440 F-1 students (nonService (INS), which will cease to exist on
immigrant visa for international students to
March 1 will be folded into one department
enter the US pursuing academic studies) and
of the Dept. of Homeland Security, has
approximately 30 Exchange Students/Visitors
recently implemented a new program to
per year who attend UTPA.
universities nationwide. The Student and
Clay noted that SEVIS is a program that
Exchange Visitor Information System (known
has been in development by the INS since
as SEVIS) is a new INS student monitoring
1995, and is a
and tracking system
necessity for all
devised to make a
universities.
quicker process of
“It will strengthen
obtaining student
The days of free
the security of our
information by using a
borders, monitor those
and open access to
national computer
who are in the U.S. on
database instead of
those who would
student visas, and
maintaining
willfully and
bring the termination
individuals’ files on
knowingly violate visa
of habitual violators of
campus.
U.S. immigration
The International
regulations without
regulations by students
Student Advisement
consequences are
who do not seriously
Office (ISAO) at
over.
take the privilege that
UTPA, along with any
- Philip Clay,
they have been granted
school in the U.S. with
UTPA Adviser to Foreign Students
to study in the U.S.”
international students
he said. “International
enrollment, was
students are permitted
required to submit a reto study in the U.S. but along with that
certification application for having
privilege is the responsibility to abide by
international students to INS. Along with the
immigration regulations.”
re-certification process there was an INS
Clay said SEVIS is one of the programs
onsite visit at UTPA in December, which led
that will be part of immigration indefinitely
to the campus’ approval on Jan 29.
and that the immigration process will only
Universities that were not approved will no
become stricter and more efficient in the
longer be able to enroll international students
future.
on their campuses.
“The days of free and open access to those
The ISAO is now required to immediately
who would willfully and knowingly violate
report student information to the INS via
visa regulations without consequences are
Internet. Information on the students include
over,” he said. “Should another terrorist
visas status, enrollment hours, a change of
attack occur in the U.S. I can foresee a
address, employment, and graduation date.
possible temporary moratorium on
The information also includes the termination
international students being issued visas and
date of studies and reason, updated financial
an even longer and stricter background
information and a list of other issues that
checks on the issuance of visas.”
might change depending on future
Janie Giambri, assistant foreign student
regulations.
adviser, said that most students understand
The ISAO website explained that there are
the new program and have been considerate
new international documents are being issued
of the extra work the employees have to do.
to all of our current students that contain a
“I think that at this point people understand
barcode. At every U.S. port of entry or
the actions that are taken toward
checkpoint, officials will be able to scan a
immigration,” Giambri said. “Immigration
student’s barcode and immediately access
has come under fire since Sept. 11 and SEVIS
their SEVIS records. If there is a violation
shows that.”
against INS regulations, and the UTPA office
Freshman electrical engineering major
has reported violations through SEVIS,
Laura Espinoza is an international student and
students may suffer detainment, fines,
says she understands why there is an
deportations or forbiddance of entering the
enforcement with student VISAs.
US.
“It’s not that difficult to go through the
Though the new security is created to
paperwork, but it is just another task that we
restrict violations against INS regulations, a
recent article in The Monitor mentioned that a have to do.” she said. “It’s necessary for the
security of the U.S. and to keep everyone
member of the Layers Committee for Human
here safe.”
Rights feels that SEVIS is “just another

“

“
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It is said that the secret of discipline is
motivation. Today, residents of South
Texas will be able to catch a glimpse of
that secret by attending the Top
Performance Live seminar with feathered
guest Zig Ziglar, hosted by the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce at the Baptist
Temple in McAllen.
The all-day seminar will include
sessions such The Critical Skills Top
Performers Must Master, What
Motivation Will Do...And What It Won't
Do, Become Your Company's Most
Valuable Asset, The American Dream Is
Alive And Well, and others.
Zig Ziglar is a motivational speaker
and author who has been able to break
down barriers between age, culture and
occupation in his seminars. Since 1970,
he has traveled over five million miles
across the world delivering life
improvement messages and cultivating
the energy of change.
According to the web site
ziglartraining.com, Ziglar has been part
of workshops with Presidents Ford,
Reagan and Bush, current Secretary of
State Colin Powell and a number of U.S.
congressmen and governors.
He has also shared the platform with
Gen Norman Schwarzkopf, who visited
UTPA last year as part of the Outstanding
Leadership Series.
Ziglar has been recognized three times
in the Congressional Record of the
United States for his work with youth in
the drug war, and for his dedication to
America and the free enterprise system.
Ryan Leggett is a representative of
Ziglar Training Sessions and says that the
corporation is built upon the same
philosophy Ziglar emphasizes to his
audiences. When someone believes in
hard work, common sense, fairness,
commitment and integrity anything is
possible.
Headquartered in Dallas, Ziglar
Training Systems offers public seminars,
customized educational programs,
workshops and keynote speakers that
focus on personal and professional
development. Client lists includes
thousands of small and mid-size
businesses, Fortune 500 Companies, U.S.
Government agencies, churches, schools,
and nonprofit associations.
Leggett said that even though the
company has targeted places such as New
York,
Philadelphia and Chicago, coming to
McAllen and areas such as the Rio
Grande Valley is now on the agenda as

SPEAKER

ZIG ZIGLAR
well.
“Smaller cities don’t really have many
opportunities to have motivational
speakers such as Ziglar come down,”
Leggett said. “Zig can teach people how
to be motivated and realize how to
balance life with accomplishments.”
In addition to Ziglar, additional
featured speakers will be Bryan Flanagen
whose clients include Fortune 500
companies, and Krish Dhanam, director
of international operations for Ziglar
Training Systems.
“Zig Ziglar’s seminars are hands-on
training for those who seek skills that
will help them in their career,” Leggett
said. “There are some people who think
they are great accountants, great lawyers
or great doctors. With this training they
can realize that to be a better worker, you
have to first work on becoming a better
person.”
Ziglar has also written 22 books and
nine titles have been on bestseller lists.
His books focus on personal growth,
leadership, sales, faith, family and
success. His books and tapes have been
translated into over 38 languages and
dialects. The 25th Anniversary Revised
Edition of See You at the Top and Staying
Up, Up, Up in a Down, Down World
were released in 2000. His autobiography,
ZIG, was published in July 2002.
“I would encourage anyone to go see
Zig speak,” Leggett said. “He is such a
dynamic speaker that if you aren’t
motivated in the first 10 minutes you are
there, you better be checked into a
hospital, because something’s wrong with
you.”

continued from page 1

anywhere if the welcome is extended.
“I always enjoy doing this and I go
everywhere that I’m invited,” de la Garza
said. “Dr. Polinard was kind enough to
invite me.”
De la Garza has been interested in
speaking in front of students for some
time.
“I always thought that I would like to,
some day when I came back, teach at a
university or college,” he said. “This is
one of the opportunities that I have to
come and visit with students.”
Tuesday’s visit with UTPA students
gave him an opportunity to share his
experience, knowledge and advice with a

younger generation.
De la Garza said the best advice he has
for students is to know the value of their
education. He continued his education at
Edinburg Junior College and the U.S.
Army Artillery School at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma. He served in the Korean
conflict as a second lieutenant with the
Army’s 37th Division Artillery and in
1952, de la Garza returned to Texas to
earn a law degree at St. Mary’s University
in San Antonio.
“Education is the basis for better living,
better economics…for better everything,”
de la Garza said. “Having an education is
a very important part of life.”
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Campus Calendar Aid fair approaching

February

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

Panel Discussion
The Call to Serve Federal
Panel Discussion will
take place Monday,
March 3, 2003 in the
University Ballroom from
noon to 1pm. The discussion will include
information pertaining to
the retirement of federal
civilian employees.
Participating agencies
are: Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Fire Arms (ATF),
Center for Disease
Control (CDC), Central
Intelligence Agency
(CIA), Internal Revenue
Service (IRS), the Navy
Recruiting District- San
Antonio, Office Of
Personal Management
(OPM), U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA),
U.S. Marshal Service,
and the U.S. Peace
Corps.
Refreshments will be
provided. The event is
sponsored by Career
Placement Services. For
more information, call
381-2243 or go by SSB
Room 147.
30th Annual Career Day
Will be held Tuesday,
March 4, at the UTPA
Field house from 9 am to
3pm. There will be
internship and permanent
placement opportunities.
Go by office to sign up
for campus interviews.
Dress professional and
bring plenty of resumes.
All majors are welcome.
For more information on
participating employers
contact or visit Career
Placement Services SSB
room 147.
How to Land A Federal
Job Workshop
Will be held Thursday,
February 27 from noon to
1 pm at the Student
Services Building in

room 153. The workshop
is presented by Career
Placement Services. Call
381-2243.
Annual Culture Night
The International Students
Association will be hosting the annual
International Culture
Night on Friday, March
7th. The night will
include singing, dancing
and cultural entertainment
by Sol
y Luna Dance Club from
6 pm to 8 pm at the UTPA
Fine Arts Auditorium.
Over A dozen different
countries will be represented and delicacies
from several nations will
be shared starting at 6
pm. Tickets are $4 in
advance and $5 at the
door. Call 316-2453 or
387- 0906 for more information.
NSF Day
UTPA will be holding
NSF day on Monday,
March 3. For complete
details visit the OSR
Calendar of Events web
page at
www.panam.edu/dept./spo
nsor/whatsnew/whats_ne
w.html.
Peace Rally
Asian American
Association will be holding a Peace Rally against
the potential war with
Iraq
on Tuesday, March 4th at
noon. It will be held in
front of the Media Center
south of the library. There
will be guest speakers on
the topic. Chinese and
Indian food will be sold at
the event. The American
Sign Language club will
also participate. If you
would like to help, please
e-mail asian_american2001@hotmail.com.

Need funds for Fall 2003 semester? Don’t
despair.
The University of Texas Pan American will
hold its 11th Annual Financial Aid Fair on
Thursday, March 6 to assist students in applying
for financial aid. The event, this year titled,
“Celebrating 75 Years of Excellence” will take
place in the Student Union Lobby.
The first session will be held from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. during which the UTPA Financial Aid
Services staff will be dressed in outfits
representing the different decades of the school’s
history between the 1920s and 1990s.
“We want to keep it fresh and exciting,” said
William Morley, UTPA workstudy coordinator.
“We all know that filling out forms is not the
most exciting thing in the world so we want to
try and make it at least semi-entertaining for
students.”
To add to the fun there will also be food,
games, and door prizes. The staff will assist
current students as well as prospective students
in filling out their Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) form that will cover the
Fall 2003, Spring 2004, and Summer 2004
semesters.
“The U.S. government Department of
Education has made the FAFSA pretty simple to
fill out,” Morley said. “It has a stigma of being
complicated, but in reality it is very, very easy.
Of course if you are filling it out for the first
time it may seem difficult and that is where we
come into place.”
To fill out the FAFSA students need to bring
their 2002 tax return and if they file as
dependent then they need to bring their parents’
2002 tax return as well. If students have not filed

their taxes yet their will be Vita volunteers on
site to help them fill out the 1040A and 1040EZ
tax forms. Vita is a Texas based organization
that trains community volunteers to help people
fill out their tax forms free of charge.
“The fair will give students a chance to get
everything done in one shot and have fun while
they are doing it,” Morley said.
There will also be an evening session from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. for those students who cannot
make it during the day. However, the extra
activities will not take place during this session.
“The evening session is designed more for
night students who cannot attend during the day
because they are working,” Morley said. “We
will only have the most important parts,
financial aid and tax return preparation.”
The process to fill out the FAFSA takes about
10 to 15 minutes depending on the students’
information and on the number of students
present. The fairs in the past have had a turnout
of 900-1,200 students. Several Valley high
school students will also be attending.
“We will give each student the time and
attention they need,” Morley said. “Some
students have straightforward information and
are easy to do, but others have a complicated
financial situation and they may take longer.”
For those students who are unable to attend
the fair, the Financial Aid Services Office holds
sessions in its Express Lab, located in the old
computer center next to the Student Union in
room 113. Staff is available to assist students
with their FAFSA form during these sessions.
For dates and times students can go to the
Financial Aid Office room 186 located in the
Student Services Building or log on to
www.panam.edu/finaid. For more information
about the fair contact the Financial Aid Office at
381-250.

Enviro Club germinating
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Embarking on its second semester on campus,
the University of Texas-Pan American
Environmental Awareness Club plans to build its
membership.
The EAC became an active organization in
Fall 2002. Kelly Hobbs, a
senior majoring in political science, chose to
start the EAC as part of a class assignment.
“I wanted to start an organization,” she said. “I
did this for a lab project.”
Kathryn Dodd, adviser and biology
department lecturer, requires students in her
Environmental Biology course to create an
environmentally based project.
Once the paperwork went through, Hobbs set
goals and began the hunt for officers and
members. The group now has about 30 members,
but it plans to continue recruitment.
“We hope to continually increase membership.
I’d like to see the EAC build a strong
membership base,” she said. “This is a student
club and the students will mold its future.”
The organization plans to focus on education
through its members. As the club helps the
community become aware environmentally, and
provides methods to solve these problems.
“The purpose of the EAC is to create
awareness within the student body and the
community about environmental problems and
potential solutions,” Dodd said.
Hobbs, EAC president, said the group’s shortterm goals for this year are to recruit members
and increase funds. However, lack of numbers in
manpower and finances have not put the club’s
activities on hold.
“They all have ways to contribute,” Dodd said.
“Even though they don’t come to all the
meetings, they still participate.”
Within one semester, the Environmental

Awareness Club accomplished the following:
• The organization adopted a park in the
community, and periodically organizes cleanup
efforts to maintain the park.
• Members participated in fundraising
activities such as Night of Lights.
• Officers set up booths in membership drives
like the Recruitment Fair at UTPA.
• The club works closely with the City of
Edinburg Recycling Center to raise awareness of
the importance of recycling.
When the club achieves a particular goal,
members decide what issues to focus on next.
Hobbs explains that when a person wants to
target an issue, she gathers information and
resources on that topic.
“Any idea that anybody has, I will pursue it,”
Hobbs said. “As long as it doesn’t go against
any university policies.”
For future projects, the group plans to develop
ties with other UTPA organizations.
“We want to cooperate with the engineering
department,” said Noel Escobar, vice president
of the EAC. “Where they actually build a house,
a bio-dome, that’s more environmentally friendly
and consumes less electricity.”
Building a bio-dome, distributing water-saving
shower heads, and even educating business
majors about the environment, are examples of
topics the club discusses at its meetings.
Environmental experts are invited to speak at the
meetings once a month.
These meetings are held every other Tuesday.
The EAC met Wednesday in room 307A of the
University Center, to focus on current and
potential Earth Day activities. National Earth Day
occurs annually on April 22.
“We’re excited that the EAC has met with
such enthusiasm on campus,” Dodd said. “We
look forward to continued growth, and most
importantly, achieving our goals of contributing
to environmental education.”
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Buzzworthy films, Oscar nods
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Oscar season is upon us once
again and the Valley has recently
received a spate of high-profile,
buzz-worthy releases.
Most of these won’t stay for
long, just until the awards are
given, and some have already gone.
Bearing this in mind, I made sure
to catch Best Picture nominees
“The Pianist” and “The Hours” as
soon as they hit local theaters.
“The Pianist,” a Holocaust
survival tale, has been hailed as a
return to form for legendary
filmmaker Roman Polanski
(“Rosemary’s Baby,”

“Chinatown”). While his latest
effort is admittedly superior to
recent missteps “The Ninth Gate”
and “Bitter Moon,” I was
disappointed to find that this film is
somewhat overrated.
It tells the story of worldrenowned pianist Wladyslaw
Szpilman, played quite beautifully
by the accomplished, oftoverlooked Adrien Brody (“King of
the Hill,” “Summer of Sam”).
Szpilman’s family is soon captured
and herded with other Polish Jews
by the Nazi army officers. But
Szpilman’s status eventually leads
to an opportunity for escape, which
he finally, and quite reluctantly,
takes.
What follows is a touching, yet
rather familiar saga of one man’s
triumph over incredible odds. The
film avoids the flashiness of most
WWII-era pictures, and its stark
realism is what gives it such
amazing power.
Sadly, however, this is a story
which has been told before, in one
form or another, and while
Polanski admits that it is his most
personal work, it’s difficult for an
audience to fully connect to a
character undergoing the exact
same struggle found in so many
other movies.
This is not the film’s fault by any
means, and perhaps a viewer naive
of the horrors of the Holocaust will
se this and be incredibly moved.

But the enormous buzz surrounded
“The Pianist” was a bit misleading,
bringing to mind rapper Chuck D’s
classic anthem “Don’t Believe the
Hype.”
Yet another overrated nominee
this year for Best Picture is “The
Hours.”
Based on Michael Cunningham’s
award-winning novel, this unique
drama revolves around late author
Virginia Woolf (Nicole Kidman),
her novel “Mrs. Dalloway,” and the
lives of two other women (Julianne
Moore, Meryl Streep) who seem to
share a common thread with the
famous writer and her literary
heroine. These three stories take
place at three different times in the
20th century, and director Stephen
Daldry masterfully cuts back and
forth with astonishing fluidity,
keeping the viewer not only aware
of what’s happening, but
thoroughly involved.
The ensemble cast in this film is
unbelievable. There isn’t a single
false note in any of the
performances, and Kidman is a
revelation, not only transforming
her physical features for the role,
but perceptions of her as an actress
as well
If in some minds she has not yet
ceased being Mrs. Tom Cruise, this
role is sure to make a name for
herself as an artist.
No less amazing is Streep,
making this her second stunning

portrayal this year, playing writer
Susan Orlean in Spike Jonze’s
brilliant, bizarre “Adaptation.”
The middle storyline, set in the
1950s, focuses on an unraveling
housewife, played with typical
excellence by Moore. This role
gives Moore one of her two Oscar
nods this year for Best Supporting
Actress, the other being for Best
Actress in “Far From Heaven.”
But the real star of the film is
really Philip Glass’ hauntingly
beautiful score, nominated for Best
Musical Score, which ties each of
the narrative strands together.
In the initial strand, we find
Woolf writing a letter to her
devoted husband and committing
suicide shortly after. The film then
backtracks to a time when she was
verging on madness, but still
capable of starting a novel (“Mrs.
Dalloway”). Her husband suffers
her slings and arrows as she
wrestles her inner demons onto the
pages in front of her. One needn’t
have read her novel to gain an
understanding of its themes, and
even if you don’t grasp them right
away, Daldry’s film will hammer
them into one’s brain in 114
minutes.
The second strand finds Moore’s
emotionally crippled character
struggling to remain aloft for her
wide-eyed son, while desperately
attempting to make a cake for her
husband’s birthday.

And in the modern-day strand,
Streep is a complex, aging New
York book editor working herself
ragged in an effort to put on a
party. The shindig is set to honor
renowned poet Richard Brown (Ed
Harris) who, incidentally, keeps
himself locked up in a dingy
apartment where he is slowly but
surely succumbing to the AIDS
virus.
“The Hours” doesn’t make for
much of a date movie, and few will
walk out of the theater smiling. But
for those that don’t mind a
depressing, yet challenging and
thought-provoking film loaded with
dynamic performances, one could
do worse than watching “The
Hours.” Roberto Benigni’s
“Pinocchio,” anyone?

Romantic leads
Real-life couple takes relationship to center stage
When the young couple,
Bobby Soto and Didi Duron,
auditioned for the musical
“Good News,” they had no
idea they would be cast to
play something very familiar
to their everyday lives.
Soto and Duron managed to
land themselves playing a
couple on stage after having
seen each other off stage for
the past two months.
“It’s just a matter of chance
that we got to play a couple
on stage, we didn’t plan it,”
Duron said.
Duron will be playing the
part of Babe O’Day opposite
Soto, who will be playing
Bobby Randall, Babe’s male
counterpart.
Participating in the show as
a couple means that the
couple spends so much time
together at rehearsal that it is
rare they have time to
themselves.
“Our whole life is an
emergency, we’re always
busy… Its rare that we
actually get to do stuff, its
really rare when we can
actually find time to go watch
a movie together,” Soto said.
Didi continued to finish his
sentence, “We really don’t do
anything because we’re tired
and stuff. We don’t only have
the show to deal with, but we
also have classes and work.”
When the couple does have
time to be with each other, its
usually just spent relaxing at
home. “We just hang out and
be with each other, that’s

enough for me,” Soto said.
The two students not only
do the show together, but also
attend the same classes at
school. In fact, that is how
they met.
“Well, we met in acting I,
and now, we’re taking acting
II, theatre appreciation, and
children’s theatre together,”
Duron said.
Though the workload may
be heavy for the two thespians
in love, they claim that
working together as actors on
stage is a little bit easier than
working with complete
strangers.

“

It’s just a
matter of
chance that
we got to
play a couple
on stage, we
didn’t plan it.

- Didi Duron, actor

“

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

“The acting load is a lot
lighter. Its more comfortable,
I’m real comfortable working
with Didi. The chemistry is
there,” Soto said, “and when
we work with our own
chemistry instead of
developing it from
somewhere else, it’s a lot
easier.”

Before their relationship
existed, they were in a past
UTPA show together called
“Time Flies.”
“We were in the same
scene…” Soto said.
“We were friends then, it
wasn’t till the end of that
semester that we got
together,” Duron finished.
Doing shows together is
great for the couple since it
provides them with sufficient
time to spend with each other,
even if they are just
rehearsing kissing scenes.
“It’s a lot of fun to do a
show with her, because I think
it would be a little sad to
spend all that time rehearsing
without her,” Soto said.
During warm-up, the
couple was teased from other
cast members about their
matching shirts and open
affection.
“We just bought these
yesterday and it’s just by
chance The Pan American
decided to interview us
wearing matching shirts,”
Duron said.
The teasing from the cast
members is usually taken
lightheartedly, “They always
see us hugging and that’s
when they’ll go and bring out
the water hose,” Soto joked.
“No, they always look at us
hugging and say ‘aw,’” Duron
finished.
Cast member Fabian
Cuellar thinks it’s warm to see
the couple’s open affection,
“Its kind of cute to see them,
they’re real affectionate and
its refreshing to see their good
relationship reflect on stage.”
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Around
Town

Diana Rodriguez
Junior
Computer Science
Book: Books on forensic science
Movie: “Lord of the Rings”
Website: hotmail.com

Monica Vazques
Freshman
Computer Science
CD: “Alejandro Sanz - MTV Unplugged”
Book: “Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare
Movie: “Center Stage”

Sergio Villarreal
Junior
Graphic Design
Aaron Lozano/The Pan American
Didi Duron (Babe O’Day) and Bobby Soto (Bobby Randall) act a scene from the Theater Department’s
latest performance ‘Good News.’ Duron and Soto have taken their real-life romance to the stage.
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Movie: “The Count of Monte Cristo”
Book: “The Stranger” by Albert Camus
Website: yahoo.com

‘Frida’
Feb. 28 at 3 and 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: The highly
acclaimed film ‘Frida,’
detailing the life of Mexican
artist Frida Khalo, will be
shown. Because the film is
rated ‘R,’ restricted
admission will be enforced.
Mariachi/Folklorio
Concert
March 1 at 2 and 7 p.m.,
March 2 at 2 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center (the red
building) 604 Coyote Drive
in La Joya.
Event: The La Joya
Performing Arts Center’s
2003 Mariachi/Folklorico
Spring Concert will feature
Mariachi Los Coyotes and
Grupo Folklorico Tabasco.
Phone: (956) 580-5161
Starr County Youth Fair
March 7 through 9
Place: Starr County
Fairgrounds, U.S. Highway
83, Rio Grande City.
Event: The fair will feature
livestock, arts & crafts,
baked goods, and youth
competitions. Chick, rabbit,
pig and calf scrambles will
be held March 7 and March
8. The fair will also feature
a parade on March 8 at 10
a.m. Crossfire will perform
March 8 and Jaime y Los
Chamacos will play on
March 9, both from 8 to 12
p.m.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Guest speaker
March 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 S. Kansas in
Weslaco
Event: Weslaco native,
artist and Director of the
Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum Laura Lincoln will
speak about the Benitez
Theater family and people
who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage.
Phone: (956) 968-9142

■ Theater production 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10
■ Movie reviews . . . . . 11

Dance is in the Air
By ARIANNA VASQUEZ
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American Dance Ensemble is
having its annual spring concerts
from Feb. 27 to March 1. The
concerts will be held in the Fine
Arts Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. each
night.
The dancers and teachers
cooperating in the event have been
practicing since the fall semester to
be able to prepare accordingly for
the upcoming concert as stated by
Melinda Blomquist, dance professor
and coordinator for the company.
"Most of the works on the show
are new works for the company,"
Blomquist said. "They have been
working hard to learn the
choreography [to] prepare for the

concert."
The program is filled with a
diverse choreography, and
according to junior dance major
Vanessa Lopez, the concert will
have a lot more action this year than
it did last year. She added that
working with several people,
including Nina Martin, the
company's guest artist for this
concert, has been a valuable
experience.
"There is a lot more action this
year than the past semester with
more movement, energy, and
activity throughout [all of the]
pieces," Lopez stated. "It is great to
have an opportunity to work with
different people [because] it makes
you a better dancer."
As Blomquist pointed out, modern
dance is an art form where

everybody can take and interpret
something different from the dances
presented. There are a
variety of works in the
show and there is
something that can appeal
to everyone. This concert is
also a great opportunity for
the viewers to learn more
about dance and discover a
new perspective of dance
they might not have
encountered before.
Assistant professor of
dance Dana Shackelford is
part of the program after
choreographing one piece
called "Feel the Echo." In
it, she said her goal is for
the dancers to move
through space with such an
energy that it invites the
audience to come along for
the ride.
She said the dancers are
ready to perform Thursday
and she has enjoyed
working with them.
"I am very happy to see
their growth as dancers, as
well as their ability to work
together on a piece that
requires so much
cooperation as an
ensemble," Shackelford
said.
Some of the students
who are part of the dance
ensemble stated that they
are going to do well
because they have put long
hours into the program.
Marta Anaya, a senior premed major, said that they
have been practicing since
the summer. Sophomore
David Ibarra also said that
they have practiced all year
to get the pieces together,
preparing them even more
Special to The Pan American
for this upcoming concert.
Dancer Leticia Martinez
David Ibarra and Vanessa Lopez of the UTPA Dance Ensemble practice for the upcoming
concerts. The Ensemble will perform Feb. 27 through March 1 in the Fine Arts Auditorium. also feels that after all the

Marla Anaya
practices for the
spring concert.
Special to
The Pan American

practice, the performance is going to
come out well because overall it is a
good dance team.
Martin, the guest artist for this
concert, said the students have been
really great in cooperating with her
and her piece titled "Endless
Efforts," which is set in the context
of work being sacred. It is a
contemporary piece that will
enhance the dancers’ talents by
providing a mixture of text, dance,
and singing throughout the piece.
As Martin pointed out, the piece
gave the students a lot of room to
express themselves and try out new
skills.
"My piece has been done in a lot
of different universities, but in Pan
Am it has taken a Hispanic twist,"
Martin said. "They had to write
some of the text and I thought it was
interesting because they really
changed the piece."
UTPA faculty members like
Shackelford feel very lucky to have
Martin as part of the concert because
she is an established postmodern
dance artist who has shared her
talents with the dance company.
All of the dancers and faculty
involved in the company hope to
show what that have worked hard on
the performance.
"They are a great group of
dancers to work with," Blomquist
commented. "I have felt privileged
to work with them this year."

“

They are a
great group
of dancers to
work with.
- Melinda Blomquist,
dance professor
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Musical combines students’ abilities with use of
dances, songs to show college-life in 1928
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
What’s college without
football? For many Broncs, it’s
just the same, but for the most
recent University of Texas-Pan
American musical production,
“Good News,” college involves
nothing but pigskin and the
romance behind it.
“It’s all about love and
football,” said Michael Moore,
stage manager for “Good News,”
which runs through March 2.
The musical, set in the 1920s,
comes together through a cast
which dances, sings and acts in
character complete with period
costumes, hats and wigs.
“It takes place in 1928 and we
do a little Charleston dancing, it
has great moments and the
costuming is amazing,” said
chorus member Daniel Vela.
Kate Ellis, costume designer, is
very pleased to see the cast enjoy
their wardrobe and is excited to
see the costumes turn out so well.

“I’ve enjoyed seeing this show
come together,” Ellis said. “The
cast seems to really enjoy the
clothes and work with them.”
The cast includes a total of 33
members. According to Ellis, it’s
rare for a group of that size to
perform in the media theatre.
The cast includes four UTPA
cheerleaders who are new to the
UTPA stage. For authenticity,
director Pat McEnnis wanted real
cheerleaders to play the role of
the ‘Good News’ college cheering
squad.
“It has been a different
experience from what I expected,”
said UTPA and ‘Good News’
cheerleader Dustin Johnson, who
has never been on stage before,
“It was a good idea because it
provided an equal opportunity for
other UTPA programs to
participate in theatre.”
McEnnis, who appeared in the
original Broadway production of
“Bye, Bye, Birdie” and also
appeared in “How To Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying,”

Jasmine Rico (Connie Lane), left, and Johnny
Gonzalez (Tom Marlow) star in the musical
‘Good News.’ The play runs tonight through
March 1 at 8 p.m. and March 2 at 2 p.m. in the
Albert Jeffers Theater.
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
Left to right, Mark Guerra (Coach Johnson) and Angel Leal (Pooch)
practice a scene for the Theater Department’s musical ‘Good News.’

‘Good News’
When: Through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2
p.m.
Where: Albert Jeffers Theatre

(Above) - Holly Smith,
a member of the chorus, gets her hair done
prior to a dress
rehearsal for ‘Good
News.’
Aaron Lozano
The Pan American

Price: $10 for reserved seating; $5 general
admission; UTPA students/faculty/staff free with valid
ID.
Info: (956) 381-3581
has a lot to bring to this show
because of her previous
experience in working with
musicals.
“She’s very demanding of us, I
used to work with her in costume
run for our last show ‘Lost In
Yonkers,’” cast member Mark
Guerra said.
A demanding person who goes
by her instincts, McEnnis has,
according to cast members, a
favorite line: “This could change
tomorrow.”
“The crew must be very
flexible with Pat, every day she
may change her mind,” Moore
said.
Fabian Cuellar, a newcomer to
stage musicals, plays Sylvester
and is happy with the way Ellis
has run the show.
“I got a hug from her yesterday,
she’s very nurturing. This is my
first musical, I like that you work
in groups like the chorus, it’s a
wonderful group effort and
everyone works well together,”
Cuellar said, “She did a great job
casting.”
A strong director, great cast,
music and amazing costumes have
sparked many enthusiastic theatre
lovers already.
“The phone has not stopped

ringing, we get phone calls every
day from people needing more
information,” box office manager
Monica Quintanilla said.
According to Quintanilla,
musicals always draw a larger
crowd. This may be due to the
feeling audience members get
when watching a live musical.
“On average, musicals bring in
larger numbers because it gives
audiences a Broadway feeling,”
Moore said.
Tuesday night, “Good News”
held an open dress rehearsal free
to the public.
“The crowd estimated to be an
audience of one hundred,”
Quintanilla said.
“It’s a good hearted musical
that has the energy and the
essence of the ‘20s all wrapped up
in a show filled with love,
football and comedy,” Angel
Garcia (Beef) said.
A show like this can be a real
eye-opener to the way things were
with college life in the 1920s.
Mark Guerra (Coach Johnson)
encourages everybody to come
see the show, “Its just going to be
a lot of fun to watch. It’s going to
be cool to see a show about
football that was written about 75
years ago.”

(Left) - Left to right,
Johnny Gonzalez (Tom
Marlow) and Bobby
Soto (Bobby Randall)
rehearse for ‘Good
News.’
Aaron Lozano
The Pan American
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has a lot to bring to this show
because of her previous
experience in working with
musicals.
“She’s very demanding of us, I
used to work with her in costume
run for our last show ‘Lost In
Yonkers,’” cast member Mark
Guerra said.
A demanding person who goes
by her instincts, McEnnis has,
according to cast members, a
favorite line: “This could change
tomorrow.”
“The crew must be very
flexible with Pat, every day she
may change her mind,” Moore
said.
Fabian Cuellar, a newcomer to
stage musicals, plays Sylvester
and is happy with the way Ellis
has run the show.
“I got a hug from her yesterday,
she’s very nurturing. This is my
first musical, I like that you work
in groups like the chorus, it’s a
wonderful group effort and
everyone works well together,”
Cuellar said, “She did a great job
casting.”
A strong director, great cast,
music and amazing costumes have
sparked many enthusiastic theatre
lovers already.
“The phone has not stopped

ringing, we get phone calls every
day from people needing more
information,” box office manager
Monica Quintanilla said.
According to Quintanilla,
musicals always draw a larger
crowd. This may be due to the
feeling audience members get
when watching a live musical.
“On average, musicals bring in
larger numbers because it gives
audiences a Broadway feeling,”
Moore said.
Tuesday night, “Good News”
held an open dress rehearsal free
to the public.
“The crowd estimated to be an
audience of one hundred,”
Quintanilla said.
“It’s a good hearted musical
that has the energy and the
essence of the ‘20s all wrapped up
in a show filled with love,
football and comedy,” Angel
Garcia (Beef) said.
A show like this can be a real
eye-opener to the way things were
with college life in the 1920s.
Mark Guerra (Coach Johnson)
encourages everybody to come
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a lot of fun to watch. It’s going to
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Romantic leads
Real-life couple takes relationship to center stage
When the young couple,
Bobby Soto and Didi Duron,
auditioned for the musical
“Good News,” they had no
idea they would be cast to
play something very familiar
to their everyday lives.
Soto and Duron managed to
land themselves playing a
couple on stage after having
seen each other off stage for
the past two months.
“It’s just a matter of chance
that we got to play a couple
on stage, we didn’t plan it,”
Duron said.
Duron will be playing the
part of Babe O’Day opposite
Soto, who will be playing
Bobby Randall, Babe’s male
counterpart.
Participating in the show as
a couple means that the
couple spends so much time
together at rehearsal that it is
rare they have time to
themselves.
“Our whole life is an
emergency, we’re always
busy… Its rare that we
actually get to do stuff, its
really rare when we can
actually find time to go watch
a movie together,” Soto said.
Didi continued to finish his
sentence, “We really don’t do
anything because we’re tired
and stuff. We don’t only have
the show to deal with, but we
also have classes and work.”
When the couple does have
time to be with each other, its
usually just spent relaxing at
home. “We just hang out and
be with each other, that’s

enough for me,” Soto said.
The two students not only
do the show together, but also
attend the same classes at
school. In fact, that is how
they met.
“Well, we met in acting I,
and now, we’re taking acting
II, theatre appreciation, and
children’s theatre together,”
Duron said.
Though the workload may
be heavy for the two thespians
in love, they claim that
working together as actors on
stage is a little bit easier than
working with complete
strangers.

“

It’s just a
matter of
chance that
we got to
play a couple
on stage, we
didn’t plan it.

- Didi Duron, actor

“

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

“The acting load is a lot
lighter. Its more comfortable,
I’m real comfortable working
with Didi. The chemistry is
there,” Soto said, “and when
we work with our own
chemistry instead of
developing it from
somewhere else, it’s a lot
easier.”

Before their relationship
existed, they were in a past
UTPA show together called
“Time Flies.”
“We were in the same
scene…” Soto said.
“We were friends then, it
wasn’t till the end of that
semester that we got
together,” Duron finished.
Doing shows together is
great for the couple since it
provides them with sufficient
time to spend with each other,
even if they are just
rehearsing kissing scenes.
“It’s a lot of fun to do a
show with her, because I think
it would be a little sad to
spend all that time rehearsing
without her,” Soto said.
During warm-up, the
couple was teased from other
cast members about their
matching shirts and open
affection.
“We just bought these
yesterday and it’s just by
chance The Pan American
decided to interview us
wearing matching shirts,”
Duron said.
The teasing from the cast
members is usually taken
lightheartedly, “They always
see us hugging and that’s
when they’ll go and bring out
the water hose,” Soto joked.
“No, they always look at us
hugging and say ‘aw,’” Duron
finished.
Cast member Fabian
Cuellar thinks it’s warm to see
the couple’s open affection,
“Its kind of cute to see them,
they’re real affectionate and
its refreshing to see their good
relationship reflect on stage.”
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Around
Town

Diana Rodriguez
Junior
Computer Science
Book: Books on forensic science
Movie: “Lord of the Rings”
Website: hotmail.com

Monica Vazques
Freshman
Computer Science
CD: “Alejandro Sanz - MTV Unplugged”
Book: “Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare
Movie: “Center Stage”

Sergio Villarreal
Junior
Graphic Design
Aaron Lozano/The Pan American
Didi Duron (Babe O’Day) and Bobby Soto (Bobby Randall) act a scene from the Theater Department’s
latest performance ‘Good News.’ Duron and Soto have taken their real-life romance to the stage.
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Movie: “The Count of Monte Cristo”
Book: “The Stranger” by Albert Camus
Website: yahoo.com

‘Frida’
Feb. 28 at 3 and 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: The highly
acclaimed film ‘Frida,’
detailing the life of Mexican
artist Frida Khalo, will be
shown. Because the film is
rated ‘R,’ restricted
admission will be enforced.
Mariachi/Folklorio
Concert
March 1 at 2 and 7 p.m.,
March 2 at 2 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center (the red
building) 604 Coyote Drive
in La Joya.
Event: The La Joya
Performing Arts Center’s
2003 Mariachi/Folklorico
Spring Concert will feature
Mariachi Los Coyotes and
Grupo Folklorico Tabasco.
Phone: (956) 580-5161
Starr County Youth Fair
March 7 through 9
Place: Starr County
Fairgrounds, U.S. Highway
83, Rio Grande City.
Event: The fair will feature
livestock, arts & crafts,
baked goods, and youth
competitions. Chick, rabbit,
pig and calf scrambles will
be held March 7 and March
8. The fair will also feature
a parade on March 8 at 10
a.m. Crossfire will perform
March 8 and Jaime y Los
Chamacos will play on
March 9, both from 8 to 12
p.m.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Guest speaker
March 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 S. Kansas in
Weslaco
Event: Weslaco native,
artist and Director of the
Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum Laura Lincoln will
speak about the Benitez
Theater family and people
who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage.
Phone: (956) 968-9142

■ Theater production 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10
■ Movie reviews . . . . . 11

Dance is in the Air
By ARIANNA VASQUEZ
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American Dance Ensemble is
having its annual spring concerts
from Feb. 27 to March 1. The
concerts will be held in the Fine
Arts Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. each
night.
The dancers and teachers
cooperating in the event have been
practicing since the fall semester to
be able to prepare accordingly for
the upcoming concert as stated by
Melinda Blomquist, dance professor
and coordinator for the company.
"Most of the works on the show
are new works for the company,"
Blomquist said. "They have been
working hard to learn the
choreography [to] prepare for the

concert."
The program is filled with a
diverse choreography, and
according to junior dance major
Vanessa Lopez, the concert will
have a lot more action this year than
it did last year. She added that
working with several people,
including Nina Martin, the
company's guest artist for this
concert, has been a valuable
experience.
"There is a lot more action this
year than the past semester with
more movement, energy, and
activity throughout [all of the]
pieces," Lopez stated. "It is great to
have an opportunity to work with
different people [because] it makes
you a better dancer."
As Blomquist pointed out, modern
dance is an art form where

everybody can take and interpret
something different from the dances
presented. There are a
variety of works in the
show and there is
something that can appeal
to everyone. This concert is
also a great opportunity for
the viewers to learn more
about dance and discover a
new perspective of dance
they might not have
encountered before.
Assistant professor of
dance Dana Shackelford is
part of the program after
choreographing one piece
called "Feel the Echo." In
it, she said her goal is for
the dancers to move
through space with such an
energy that it invites the
audience to come along for
the ride.
She said the dancers are
ready to perform Thursday
and she has enjoyed
working with them.
"I am very happy to see
their growth as dancers, as
well as their ability to work
together on a piece that
requires so much
cooperation as an
ensemble," Shackelford
said.
Some of the students
who are part of the dance
ensemble stated that they
are going to do well
because they have put long
hours into the program.
Marta Anaya, a senior premed major, said that they
have been practicing since
the summer. Sophomore
David Ibarra also said that
they have practiced all year
to get the pieces together,
preparing them even more
Special to The Pan American
for this upcoming concert.
Dancer Leticia Martinez
David Ibarra and Vanessa Lopez of the UTPA Dance Ensemble practice for the upcoming
concerts. The Ensemble will perform Feb. 27 through March 1 in the Fine Arts Auditorium. also feels that after all the

Marla Anaya
practices for the
spring concert.
Special to
The Pan American

practice, the performance is going to
come out well because overall it is a
good dance team.
Martin, the guest artist for this
concert, said the students have been
really great in cooperating with her
and her piece titled "Endless
Efforts," which is set in the context
of work being sacred. It is a
contemporary piece that will
enhance the dancers’ talents by
providing a mixture of text, dance,
and singing throughout the piece.
As Martin pointed out, the piece
gave the students a lot of room to
express themselves and try out new
skills.
"My piece has been done in a lot
of different universities, but in Pan
Am it has taken a Hispanic twist,"
Martin said. "They had to write
some of the text and I thought it was
interesting because they really
changed the piece."
UTPA faculty members like
Shackelford feel very lucky to have
Martin as part of the concert because
she is an established postmodern
dance artist who has shared her
talents with the dance company.
All of the dancers and faculty
involved in the company hope to
show what that have worked hard on
the performance.
"They are a great group of
dancers to work with," Blomquist
commented. "I have felt privileged
to work with them this year."

“

They are a
great group
of dancers to
work with.
- Melinda Blomquist,
dance professor
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Campus Calendar Aid fair approaching

February

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

Panel Discussion
The Call to Serve Federal
Panel Discussion will
take place Monday,
March 3, 2003 in the
University Ballroom from
noon to 1pm. The discussion will include
information pertaining to
the retirement of federal
civilian employees.
Participating agencies
are: Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Fire Arms (ATF),
Center for Disease
Control (CDC), Central
Intelligence Agency
(CIA), Internal Revenue
Service (IRS), the Navy
Recruiting District- San
Antonio, Office Of
Personal Management
(OPM), U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA),
U.S. Marshal Service,
and the U.S. Peace
Corps.
Refreshments will be
provided. The event is
sponsored by Career
Placement Services. For
more information, call
381-2243 or go by SSB
Room 147.
30th Annual Career Day
Will be held Tuesday,
March 4, at the UTPA
Field house from 9 am to
3pm. There will be
internship and permanent
placement opportunities.
Go by office to sign up
for campus interviews.
Dress professional and
bring plenty of resumes.
All majors are welcome.
For more information on
participating employers
contact or visit Career
Placement Services SSB
room 147.
How to Land A Federal
Job Workshop
Will be held Thursday,
February 27 from noon to
1 pm at the Student
Services Building in

room 153. The workshop
is presented by Career
Placement Services. Call
381-2243.
Annual Culture Night
The International Students
Association will be hosting the annual
International Culture
Night on Friday, March
7th. The night will
include singing, dancing
and cultural entertainment
by Sol
y Luna Dance Club from
6 pm to 8 pm at the UTPA
Fine Arts Auditorium.
Over A dozen different
countries will be represented and delicacies
from several nations will
be shared starting at 6
pm. Tickets are $4 in
advance and $5 at the
door. Call 316-2453 or
387- 0906 for more information.
NSF Day
UTPA will be holding
NSF day on Monday,
March 3. For complete
details visit the OSR
Calendar of Events web
page at
www.panam.edu/dept./spo
nsor/whatsnew/whats_ne
w.html.
Peace Rally
Asian American
Association will be holding a Peace Rally against
the potential war with
Iraq
on Tuesday, March 4th at
noon. It will be held in
front of the Media Center
south of the library. There
will be guest speakers on
the topic. Chinese and
Indian food will be sold at
the event. The American
Sign Language club will
also participate. If you
would like to help, please
e-mail asian_american2001@hotmail.com.

Need funds for Fall 2003 semester? Don’t
despair.
The University of Texas Pan American will
hold its 11th Annual Financial Aid Fair on
Thursday, March 6 to assist students in applying
for financial aid. The event, this year titled,
“Celebrating 75 Years of Excellence” will take
place in the Student Union Lobby.
The first session will be held from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. during which the UTPA Financial Aid
Services staff will be dressed in outfits
representing the different decades of the school’s
history between the 1920s and 1990s.
“We want to keep it fresh and exciting,” said
William Morley, UTPA workstudy coordinator.
“We all know that filling out forms is not the
most exciting thing in the world so we want to
try and make it at least semi-entertaining for
students.”
To add to the fun there will also be food,
games, and door prizes. The staff will assist
current students as well as prospective students
in filling out their Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) form that will cover the
Fall 2003, Spring 2004, and Summer 2004
semesters.
“The U.S. government Department of
Education has made the FAFSA pretty simple to
fill out,” Morley said. “It has a stigma of being
complicated, but in reality it is very, very easy.
Of course if you are filling it out for the first
time it may seem difficult and that is where we
come into place.”
To fill out the FAFSA students need to bring
their 2002 tax return and if they file as
dependent then they need to bring their parents’
2002 tax return as well. If students have not filed

their taxes yet their will be Vita volunteers on
site to help them fill out the 1040A and 1040EZ
tax forms. Vita is a Texas based organization
that trains community volunteers to help people
fill out their tax forms free of charge.
“The fair will give students a chance to get
everything done in one shot and have fun while
they are doing it,” Morley said.
There will also be an evening session from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. for those students who cannot
make it during the day. However, the extra
activities will not take place during this session.
“The evening session is designed more for
night students who cannot attend during the day
because they are working,” Morley said. “We
will only have the most important parts,
financial aid and tax return preparation.”
The process to fill out the FAFSA takes about
10 to 15 minutes depending on the students’
information and on the number of students
present. The fairs in the past have had a turnout
of 900-1,200 students. Several Valley high
school students will also be attending.
“We will give each student the time and
attention they need,” Morley said. “Some
students have straightforward information and
are easy to do, but others have a complicated
financial situation and they may take longer.”
For those students who are unable to attend
the fair, the Financial Aid Services Office holds
sessions in its Express Lab, located in the old
computer center next to the Student Union in
room 113. Staff is available to assist students
with their FAFSA form during these sessions.
For dates and times students can go to the
Financial Aid Office room 186 located in the
Student Services Building or log on to
www.panam.edu/finaid. For more information
about the fair contact the Financial Aid Office at
381-250.

Enviro Club germinating
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Embarking on its second semester on campus,
the University of Texas-Pan American
Environmental Awareness Club plans to build its
membership.
The EAC became an active organization in
Fall 2002. Kelly Hobbs, a
senior majoring in political science, chose to
start the EAC as part of a class assignment.
“I wanted to start an organization,” she said. “I
did this for a lab project.”
Kathryn Dodd, adviser and biology
department lecturer, requires students in her
Environmental Biology course to create an
environmentally based project.
Once the paperwork went through, Hobbs set
goals and began the hunt for officers and
members. The group now has about 30 members,
but it plans to continue recruitment.
“We hope to continually increase membership.
I’d like to see the EAC build a strong
membership base,” she said. “This is a student
club and the students will mold its future.”
The organization plans to focus on education
through its members. As the club helps the
community become aware environmentally, and
provides methods to solve these problems.
“The purpose of the EAC is to create
awareness within the student body and the
community about environmental problems and
potential solutions,” Dodd said.
Hobbs, EAC president, said the group’s shortterm goals for this year are to recruit members
and increase funds. However, lack of numbers in
manpower and finances have not put the club’s
activities on hold.
“They all have ways to contribute,” Dodd said.
“Even though they don’t come to all the
meetings, they still participate.”
Within one semester, the Environmental

Awareness Club accomplished the following:
• The organization adopted a park in the
community, and periodically organizes cleanup
efforts to maintain the park.
• Members participated in fundraising
activities such as Night of Lights.
• Officers set up booths in membership drives
like the Recruitment Fair at UTPA.
• The club works closely with the City of
Edinburg Recycling Center to raise awareness of
the importance of recycling.
When the club achieves a particular goal,
members decide what issues to focus on next.
Hobbs explains that when a person wants to
target an issue, she gathers information and
resources on that topic.
“Any idea that anybody has, I will pursue it,”
Hobbs said. “As long as it doesn’t go against
any university policies.”
For future projects, the group plans to develop
ties with other UTPA organizations.
“We want to cooperate with the engineering
department,” said Noel Escobar, vice president
of the EAC. “Where they actually build a house,
a bio-dome, that’s more environmentally friendly
and consumes less electricity.”
Building a bio-dome, distributing water-saving
shower heads, and even educating business
majors about the environment, are examples of
topics the club discusses at its meetings.
Environmental experts are invited to speak at the
meetings once a month.
These meetings are held every other Tuesday.
The EAC met Wednesday in room 307A of the
University Center, to focus on current and
potential Earth Day activities. National Earth Day
occurs annually on April 22.
“We’re excited that the EAC has met with
such enthusiasm on campus,” Dodd said. “We
look forward to continued growth, and most
importantly, achieving our goals of contributing
to environmental education.”
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Buzzworthy films, Oscar nods
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Oscar season is upon us once
again and the Valley has recently
received a spate of high-profile,
buzz-worthy releases.
Most of these won’t stay for
long, just until the awards are
given, and some have already gone.
Bearing this in mind, I made sure
to catch Best Picture nominees
“The Pianist” and “The Hours” as
soon as they hit local theaters.
“The Pianist,” a Holocaust
survival tale, has been hailed as a
return to form for legendary
filmmaker Roman Polanski
(“Rosemary’s Baby,”

“Chinatown”). While his latest
effort is admittedly superior to
recent missteps “The Ninth Gate”
and “Bitter Moon,” I was
disappointed to find that this film is
somewhat overrated.
It tells the story of worldrenowned pianist Wladyslaw
Szpilman, played quite beautifully
by the accomplished, oftoverlooked Adrien Brody (“King of
the Hill,” “Summer of Sam”).
Szpilman’s family is soon captured
and herded with other Polish Jews
by the Nazi army officers. But
Szpilman’s status eventually leads
to an opportunity for escape, which
he finally, and quite reluctantly,
takes.
What follows is a touching, yet
rather familiar saga of one man’s
triumph over incredible odds. The
film avoids the flashiness of most
WWII-era pictures, and its stark
realism is what gives it such
amazing power.
Sadly, however, this is a story
which has been told before, in one
form or another, and while
Polanski admits that it is his most
personal work, it’s difficult for an
audience to fully connect to a
character undergoing the exact
same struggle found in so many
other movies.
This is not the film’s fault by any
means, and perhaps a viewer naive
of the horrors of the Holocaust will
se this and be incredibly moved.

But the enormous buzz surrounded
“The Pianist” was a bit misleading,
bringing to mind rapper Chuck D’s
classic anthem “Don’t Believe the
Hype.”
Yet another overrated nominee
this year for Best Picture is “The
Hours.”
Based on Michael Cunningham’s
award-winning novel, this unique
drama revolves around late author
Virginia Woolf (Nicole Kidman),
her novel “Mrs. Dalloway,” and the
lives of two other women (Julianne
Moore, Meryl Streep) who seem to
share a common thread with the
famous writer and her literary
heroine. These three stories take
place at three different times in the
20th century, and director Stephen
Daldry masterfully cuts back and
forth with astonishing fluidity,
keeping the viewer not only aware
of what’s happening, but
thoroughly involved.
The ensemble cast in this film is
unbelievable. There isn’t a single
false note in any of the
performances, and Kidman is a
revelation, not only transforming
her physical features for the role,
but perceptions of her as an actress
as well
If in some minds she has not yet
ceased being Mrs. Tom Cruise, this
role is sure to make a name for
herself as an artist.
No less amazing is Streep,
making this her second stunning

portrayal this year, playing writer
Susan Orlean in Spike Jonze’s
brilliant, bizarre “Adaptation.”
The middle storyline, set in the
1950s, focuses on an unraveling
housewife, played with typical
excellence by Moore. This role
gives Moore one of her two Oscar
nods this year for Best Supporting
Actress, the other being for Best
Actress in “Far From Heaven.”
But the real star of the film is
really Philip Glass’ hauntingly
beautiful score, nominated for Best
Musical Score, which ties each of
the narrative strands together.
In the initial strand, we find
Woolf writing a letter to her
devoted husband and committing
suicide shortly after. The film then
backtracks to a time when she was
verging on madness, but still
capable of starting a novel (“Mrs.
Dalloway”). Her husband suffers
her slings and arrows as she
wrestles her inner demons onto the
pages in front of her. One needn’t
have read her novel to gain an
understanding of its themes, and
even if you don’t grasp them right
away, Daldry’s film will hammer
them into one’s brain in 114
minutes.
The second strand finds Moore’s
emotionally crippled character
struggling to remain aloft for her
wide-eyed son, while desperately
attempting to make a cake for her
husband’s birthday.

And in the modern-day strand,
Streep is a complex, aging New
York book editor working herself
ragged in an effort to put on a
party. The shindig is set to honor
renowned poet Richard Brown (Ed
Harris) who, incidentally, keeps
himself locked up in a dingy
apartment where he is slowly but
surely succumbing to the AIDS
virus.
“The Hours” doesn’t make for
much of a date movie, and few will
walk out of the theater smiling. But
for those that don’t mind a
depressing, yet challenging and
thought-provoking film loaded with
dynamic performances, one could
do worse than watching “The
Hours.” Roberto Benigni’s
“Pinocchio,” anyone?
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Stringent rules for Ziglar comes to town
foreign students
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

instance of the government collecting massive
information trying to get leads for terrorism
suspects by really casting a broader net than
is effective.”
Diversity is everywhere, and it is
Philip Clay, UTPA Adviser for Foreign
something universities throughout the nation
Students, considers the issue to be positive to
strive for. At some schools, the concept refers
those who wish to obtain an education in
to American ethnic minorities, and at others,
America.
international students are part of that mix.
“Upon arrival at the U.S. Port of Entry, all
In the 2002 fall semester there were 430
international students sign documents giving
international students registered at the
permission to immigration authorities to
University of Texas-Pan American and an
access that information during their stay in
estimated 583,000 international students
the U.S.,” Clay said. “As an international
enrolled in the United States. Along with the
student present in the U.S., they must abide
rising number of international students
by the regulations that govern their stay. This
attending universities, the post-Sept. 11
system will inform immigration of violators
security level has increased as well. Several
and enable immigration to detain, deport, or
of the 9-11 terrorists entered the country
cancel visas of violators.”
either through student visas or other lax
According to Clay, all international
immigration programs.
students will be in the SEVIS system.
The Immigration and Naturalization
Currently there are 440 F-1 students (nonService (INS), which will cease to exist on
immigrant visa for international students to
March 1 will be folded into one department
enter the US pursuing academic studies) and
of the Dept. of Homeland Security, has
approximately 30 Exchange Students/Visitors
recently implemented a new program to
per year who attend UTPA.
universities nationwide. The Student and
Clay noted that SEVIS is a program that
Exchange Visitor Information System (known
has been in development by the INS since
as SEVIS) is a new INS student monitoring
1995, and is a
and tracking system
necessity for all
devised to make a
universities.
quicker process of
“It will strengthen
obtaining student
The days of free
the security of our
information by using a
borders, monitor those
and open access to
national computer
who are in the U.S. on
database instead of
those who would
student visas, and
maintaining
willfully and
bring the termination
individuals’ files on
knowingly violate visa
of habitual violators of
campus.
U.S. immigration
The International
regulations without
regulations by students
Student Advisement
consequences are
who do not seriously
Office (ISAO) at
over.
take the privilege that
UTPA, along with any
- Philip Clay,
they have been granted
school in the U.S. with
UTPA Adviser to Foreign Students
to study in the U.S.”
international students
he said. “International
enrollment, was
students are permitted
required to submit a reto study in the U.S. but along with that
certification application for having
privilege is the responsibility to abide by
international students to INS. Along with the
immigration regulations.”
re-certification process there was an INS
Clay said SEVIS is one of the programs
onsite visit at UTPA in December, which led
that will be part of immigration indefinitely
to the campus’ approval on Jan 29.
and that the immigration process will only
Universities that were not approved will no
become stricter and more efficient in the
longer be able to enroll international students
future.
on their campuses.
“The days of free and open access to those
The ISAO is now required to immediately
who would willfully and knowingly violate
report student information to the INS via
visa regulations without consequences are
Internet. Information on the students include
over,” he said. “Should another terrorist
visas status, enrollment hours, a change of
attack occur in the U.S. I can foresee a
address, employment, and graduation date.
possible temporary moratorium on
The information also includes the termination
international students being issued visas and
date of studies and reason, updated financial
an even longer and stricter background
information and a list of other issues that
checks on the issuance of visas.”
might change depending on future
Janie Giambri, assistant foreign student
regulations.
adviser, said that most students understand
The ISAO website explained that there are
the new program and have been considerate
new international documents are being issued
of the extra work the employees have to do.
to all of our current students that contain a
“I think that at this point people understand
barcode. At every U.S. port of entry or
the actions that are taken toward
checkpoint, officials will be able to scan a
immigration,” Giambri said. “Immigration
student’s barcode and immediately access
has come under fire since Sept. 11 and SEVIS
their SEVIS records. If there is a violation
shows that.”
against INS regulations, and the UTPA office
Freshman electrical engineering major
has reported violations through SEVIS,
Laura Espinoza is an international student and
students may suffer detainment, fines,
says she understands why there is an
deportations or forbiddance of entering the
enforcement with student VISAs.
US.
“It’s not that difficult to go through the
Though the new security is created to
paperwork, but it is just another task that we
restrict violations against INS regulations, a
recent article in The Monitor mentioned that a have to do.” she said. “It’s necessary for the
security of the U.S. and to keep everyone
member of the Layers Committee for Human
here safe.”
Rights feels that SEVIS is “just another
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It is said that the secret of discipline is
motivation. Today, residents of South
Texas will be able to catch a glimpse of
that secret by attending the Top
Performance Live seminar with feathered
guest Zig Ziglar, hosted by the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce at the Baptist
Temple in McAllen.
The all-day seminar will include
sessions such The Critical Skills Top
Performers Must Master, What
Motivation Will Do...And What It Won't
Do, Become Your Company's Most
Valuable Asset, The American Dream Is
Alive And Well, and others.
Zig Ziglar is a motivational speaker
and author who has been able to break
down barriers between age, culture and
occupation in his seminars. Since 1970,
he has traveled over five million miles
across the world delivering life
improvement messages and cultivating
the energy of change.
According to the web site
ziglartraining.com, Ziglar has been part
of workshops with Presidents Ford,
Reagan and Bush, current Secretary of
State Colin Powell and a number of U.S.
congressmen and governors.
He has also shared the platform with
Gen Norman Schwarzkopf, who visited
UTPA last year as part of the Outstanding
Leadership Series.
Ziglar has been recognized three times
in the Congressional Record of the
United States for his work with youth in
the drug war, and for his dedication to
America and the free enterprise system.
Ryan Leggett is a representative of
Ziglar Training Sessions and says that the
corporation is built upon the same
philosophy Ziglar emphasizes to his
audiences. When someone believes in
hard work, common sense, fairness,
commitment and integrity anything is
possible.
Headquartered in Dallas, Ziglar
Training Systems offers public seminars,
customized educational programs,
workshops and keynote speakers that
focus on personal and professional
development. Client lists includes
thousands of small and mid-size
businesses, Fortune 500 Companies, U.S.
Government agencies, churches, schools,
and nonprofit associations.
Leggett said that even though the
company has targeted places such as New
York,
Philadelphia and Chicago, coming to
McAllen and areas such as the Rio
Grande Valley is now on the agenda as

SPEAKER

ZIG ZIGLAR
well.
“Smaller cities don’t really have many
opportunities to have motivational
speakers such as Ziglar come down,”
Leggett said. “Zig can teach people how
to be motivated and realize how to
balance life with accomplishments.”
In addition to Ziglar, additional
featured speakers will be Bryan Flanagen
whose clients include Fortune 500
companies, and Krish Dhanam, director
of international operations for Ziglar
Training Systems.
“Zig Ziglar’s seminars are hands-on
training for those who seek skills that
will help them in their career,” Leggett
said. “There are some people who think
they are great accountants, great lawyers
or great doctors. With this training they
can realize that to be a better worker, you
have to first work on becoming a better
person.”
Ziglar has also written 22 books and
nine titles have been on bestseller lists.
His books focus on personal growth,
leadership, sales, faith, family and
success. His books and tapes have been
translated into over 38 languages and
dialects. The 25th Anniversary Revised
Edition of See You at the Top and Staying
Up, Up, Up in a Down, Down World
were released in 2000. His autobiography,
ZIG, was published in July 2002.
“I would encourage anyone to go see
Zig speak,” Leggett said. “He is such a
dynamic speaker that if you aren’t
motivated in the first 10 minutes you are
there, you better be checked into a
hospital, because something’s wrong with
you.”

continued from page 1

anywhere if the welcome is extended.
“I always enjoy doing this and I go
everywhere that I’m invited,” de la Garza
said. “Dr. Polinard was kind enough to
invite me.”
De la Garza has been interested in
speaking in front of students for some
time.
“I always thought that I would like to,
some day when I came back, teach at a
university or college,” he said. “This is
one of the opportunities that I have to
come and visit with students.”
Tuesday’s visit with UTPA students
gave him an opportunity to share his
experience, knowledge and advice with a

younger generation.
De la Garza said the best advice he has
for students is to know the value of their
education. He continued his education at
Edinburg Junior College and the U.S.
Army Artillery School at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma. He served in the Korean
conflict as a second lieutenant with the
Army’s 37th Division Artillery and in
1952, de la Garza returned to Texas to
earn a law degree at St. Mary’s University
in San Antonio.
“Education is the basis for better living,
better economics…for better everything,”
de la Garza said. “Having an education is
a very important part of life.”

Are you concerned about
safety in Valley night clubs?

Campus
VO I C E

Ana Cristina Tobias
Management
Freshman
No, because I feel safe most of the time
since nothing serious has happened here
in the Valley.

Ananda Morlock
Theater/T.V.-Film
Freshman
Not really. I think what happened in
Chicago was just a big mistake and as
long as people are more careful then it
won’t happen.

Bianca Hammond
Broadcast Journalism
Freshman
Yes, I don’t think that the secruity at
night clubs really protect. They are
more concerned about their image.

Student action solicited
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

When nationally syndicated columnist Molly
Ivins visited The University of Texas Pan
American last weekend, she encouraged
students to get politically involved by voting and
becoming aware of current issues and events.
She feels that if the majority of the people get
out and vote, then they will have more political
power than they would’ve had.
“In this country we can’t get people interested
to vote,” said Ivins, who has long been noted for
her biting and humorous political satire of Texas
politicians such as George W. Bush and current
Texas governor Rick Perry. “Politics are the
warmth of our lives. It’s going to affect
everything in your life as long as you live.”
Ivins said it is important for students to be
politically involved because politicians don’t
take young people seriously since most of them
don’t vote. She said students must remain active
in politics and current affairs before they get out
of hand.
A recent USA Today survey shows the level
of student participation in college campuses is at
its lowest level in two generations. According to
Samuel Freeman, professor of political science
at UTPA, student involvement rates are low
because some students don’t have the time to
participate in any events. Freeman said because
of the poverty levels in the Valley, most students
are forced to work while in school.
“Between school, work and family, how
much time do they have left?” Freeman asked.
“They have less free time.”
Freeman said student involvement in political
issues at UTPA has increased and decreased
throughout time. In some years, participation is
high, at others it is lower.
Freeman added that students can get involved
by demonstrating or protesting on controversial
issues. By doing this, he said students opinions
will be heard and changes in the laws will be
made.
“We have to take it to the streets,” said
Freeman. “It doesn’t mean riots or huge kinds of

DIABETES
Carla Pena
Business Administration
Sophomore
Yes because everybody needs to
feel secure especially when there’s
alcohol involved.

Bobby Ponce
Undeclared
Junior
No because I don’t go to clubs so I don’t
care.
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protests. We have to do it in a correct manner so
we can make our voices heard.”
At South Texas Community College, there is
a student organization that demonstrates peace.
According to Freeman, members of Students for
Peace have been debating more toward the
possibility of war with Iraq than students from
UTPA.
“I am amazed at STCC, a junior college who
has a peace organization while UTPA has
nothing,” Freeman said. “They have done much
more such debating the war than students from
here have.”
Professors at the university are encouraging
students to get politically involved in multiple
ways. Freeman noted that professors are willing
to advise students to demonstrate in current
events.
“It’s not our job to lead and direct students,”
Freeman said. “We are not directors, we are
advisors, but we will continue to do that for the
students.”
Although student involvement is at its low at
the university, Freeman said compared to the
political movement of 1964, there are much
larger organizations now who are protesting
against the war. Also adding, participation in
college campuses across the country varies.
“In other campuses there is a great deal going
on,” Freeman said. “It is disappointing that not
many are involved, but we’re certainly not as
behind like in 1964.”
After 1964, Vietnam heated up and gradually
so did student protests of that conflict in
Southeast Asia. The American anti-war
movement reached a fever pitch in 1967 when
hundreds of thousands of citizens marched on
the Pentagon in Washington D.C.
On campus, Nick Braune, a TSTC
philosophy lecturer was set to participate in a
debate about the possible war in Iraq today at
noon in SBS, room 101. Next Tuesday there
will be an anti-war protest on campus near the
library, and Freeman is scheduled to address
those issues on March 6. So perhaps the spirit to
get involved that Ivins and Freeman encouraged
is starting to catch on.

continued from page 1

“We prepare the material and send the lesson
plans to the schools,” said Quintanilla.
Along with the lesson plans teachers will
receive literature concerning diabetes. Upon the
completion of the SEEP program each student
will be given a registration card. Each child is
required to take the card home and register
friends and family members who have diabetes.
The cards are then returned to the UT Border
Health Office through the child’s school.
“It is very important for people to register
because it’s like a census,” said Quintanilla.
“We need to know how many people have
diabetes so that we can receive the proper
funding to help them.”
The people who are registered through this
program will periodically receive educational
information about the disease, and will receive
newsletters that feature proper diet suggestions
and adequate exercise ideas. Those who are
registered through the UT Border Health Office
can estimate that they will be in the database
for about five years and during that time they
will be receiving their educational information.
Addie Alvarez, senior public

relations/advertising major commented that
having a project like SEEP is very important for
young children. At the age of 22, due to a
collapse suffered in class Alvarez found out that
she had diabetes. Not knowing how to properly
cope with the disease and the reactions the
strong medication caused her, Alvarez was
forced to leave the university.
“Studying for a diabetic is harder than for a
normal person," said Alvarez. "Your attention
span and memory retention are affected by your
sugar levels.”
After 20 years Alvarez is back in school.
She mentioned that she feels it is very
important to teach kids about diabetes at an
early age so that they can start taking proper
care of themselves.
“As Hispanics because our diets we are very
susceptible to the disease,” said Alvarez. “It is
important to teach children because it will be
engraved in their brain that they have to eat
healthy in order to avoid getting diabetes.”
For more information concerning diabetes or
the SEEP project contact Eddie Quintanilla at
the UT Border Health Office at 381-2820.

Diabetes Facts Box
• Type I: the pancreas makes little

or no

insulin

• Common Symptoms:
- Constant thirst

-Constant hunger

- Fatigue

-Blurred vision

has trouble carryingthe glucose to your

- Weight loss

-Frequent

body’s cells

- Tingling in

• TypeII: the insulin made by yourpancreas

hands or feet

urination
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LADY BRONCS

continued from page 15

“Offensively, I thought we were
phenomenal in the second half,” said
interim coach Tracy Anderson. “We had
some easy baskets because of the
turnovers and that’s something we haven’t
been able to do until today.”
“It was about adjustment and we did
that at half time,” Gravel said.
In their previous game, the team failed
to make it happen down the stretch. Last
Thursday, UTPA dropped a heartbreaker
to Lipscomb in the final seconds of the
game 66-65 when Kendra Ramsey scored
the winning basket with four seconds left
on the clock.
Pan Am made a last ditch effort with
2.1 seconds left in the game, but South
Dakota native Carlow missed her jump
shot at the buzzer as the Lady Broncs lost
for the ninth time this season at the
Fieldhouse.
“She made a tough shot. It happens,”

IMPROVEMENT

Gravel said on the heart-wrenching loss to
Lipscomb.
The Lady Broncs will wrap up their
2002-03 season against Independent rival
Centenary on March 1 at the Fieldhouse,
on what has been designated as Senior
Day.
“I want to come out and play the best
game that I can and leave Pan Am with
something to remember me by,” Williams
said.
“I’m excited because we’re playing
Centenary. We have a big rivalry with
them, but it’s going to be really
emotional. It would be nice to finish with
a win,” leading scorer Gravel said.
“It’s been kind of bittersweet. It’s been
a tremendous year and I’m looking
forward to the last game and also a bit sad
because it’s been a lot of fun and we’re
playing really good basketball right now,”
Anderson said.

continued from page 14

posted a woeful 7.26 ERA, but this season and Juan Saenz to step up onto the mound
and they have done just that by pitching
UTPA hurlers have thrown for a 5.42
some quality innings in recent games.
ERA.
“That’s a pretty tough assignment, but
“We’ve played hard for the most part,”
Lopez has stepped up, Saenz has done the
first year head coach Willie Gawlik said.
same thing and Guerra hasn’t pitched
“We’re playing and pitching well. We’re
since high school, but
learning on the run.”
they’ve met the
In mid-February,
challenge,” Gawlik
Pan Am’s pitching
said.
wore out after a
They’re working
The Broncs will
strong 4-2 start and
play 13 of their next
dropped four straight
hard and trying to
18 games at home,
games including
get better. We
but will face some
being outscored 41-9
pretty tough
in the Express
have to shore up
competition during
College Classic (Feb.
the home stretch,
14-16).
and get some
matching up against
However, in the
more pitching
the likes of
last four games, the
TAMUCC and Sam
Broncs have gone 3- Willie Gawlik,
Houston State
1 by scoring an
head baseball coach
University.
average of 6.5 runs
Pan Am’s schedule
per game while
won’t get any easier, since the Broncs
UTPA pitching has held their opponents
to 1.75 runs per game which has bolstered will close out the last stretch of the
season by playing 18 of their last 20
the team’s ERA on the strength of some
games on the road.
innovative pitching techniques that
“We’ve got a long way to go,” Gawlik
Gawlik has resorted to.
“They’re working hard and trying to get said on the upcoming stretch. “We’ve got
to be able to adjust and move ahead.”
better. We have to shore up and get some
Last season, after UTPA’s rocky 2-12
more pitching,” said Gawlik on the lack
start, the Broncs only managed to go 13of pitching on the Bronc roster.
26, which included losing their last seven
In order to rest a tired pitching staff,
games of the 2001-/02 season to finish at
Gawlik has resorted to using position
players such as John Lopez, Aaron Guerra 15-38.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Broncs honored
Senior guard Kevin Mitchell of the
University of Texas-Pan American
men’s basketball team was one of five
players recently named to the 2003
Verizon All-District Six Men’s
Basketball Team. The team was chosen
by the College Sports Information
Directors of America. Mitchell received
the honor by leading UTPA in scoring
by averaging 14.2 points per game,
accumulating a 74.8 free throw percentage, and averaging 3.3 assists per game.
Mitchell also holds a 3.571 grade point
average and will be graduating in May
with a marketing degree.

Rangers open shop
The Texas Rangers will open up the
2003 Spring Training Season on Feb. 27
against the Kansas City Royals at 1:05
p.m. in their new spring home of
Surprise, Ariz. Last season, the Rangers
finished dead last in the competitive
West Division of the American League
with a 72-90 record. The Houston
Astros will open up their Spring
Training schedule on Feb. 28 against the
Montreal Expos at Viera, Fla. in a 1:05
p.m. game. The Astros finished in second place in the Central Division of the
National League with a record of 84-78.

Local CHL squad
makes trip
The Hidalgo Killer Bees will be
organizing their second bus trip to
Laredo on Friday Feb. 28 to watch the
Laredo Bucks face off against El Paso in
a CHL game. The buses will depart
from the McAllen Civic Center at 2
p.m. and will cost $30 per fan. A ticket
to the game, dinner and a viewing of the
movie “Slap Shot” is included in the
cost of the trip. The Killer Bees kick off
their first season this fall.

Chivas down Tuzos
The Chivas of Guadalajara defeated
the Tuzos of Pachuca, 3-1, on Sunday at
Jalisco Stadium to claim the top spot in
the Mexican Soccer League’s Clausura
2003 tournament. Guadalajara accumulated 14 points to edge Monterrey, who
also has 14 points, by goal differential.
The Rayados tied with Atlas 2-2 on
Saturday at the Tecnologico Stadium in
Monterrey. In San Luis Potosi, the

Tigres of UNL lost to the host club 2-0.
The Monterrey-based Tigres dropped to
fifth place with the loss.

Rock pins Hogan
The Rock managed to defeat Hulk
Hogan in the main event at No Way Out
2003 last Sunday night. Stone Cold
Steve Austin also marked his return to
WWE (formerly WWF) by crushing his
former WCW boss, Eric Bischoff. In
another match, Triple H held on to his
World Heavyweight Championship title
by holding off Scott Steiner.

Tyson KOs Etienne
It took “Iron” Mike Tyson just 49 seconds to put away Clifford Etienne last
Saturday night at the Pyramid in
Memphis and renew his hopes of a
rematch with heavyweight champion
Lennox Lewis. One of the undercard
bouts featured former Olympic skater
Tonya Harding making her debut in the
pro boxing circuit. Harding lost a split
decision to Samantha Browning who
also was making her pro debut.
On Saturday, March 1, WBA heavyweight champion John Ruiz will rumble
with Roy Jones Jr. in a 12-round bout at
the Thomas & Mack Center in Las
Vegas. The championship fight will be
broadcast on HBO.

Jordan hits 40, twice
Michael Jordan celebrated his 40th
birthday by becoming the NBA’s first
40-40 player during Washington’s 89-86
win over New Jersey Friday night.
Jordan scored 43 points in the victory
and became the first 40-year-old NBA
player to score 40 points in a game.
Jordan hit 18 of 30 shots and made
seven of eight free throws.

Tennis teams fall
Both the Broncs and Lady Broncs
dropped matches Sunday. The UTPA
men’s team fell 5-2 to Southeastern
Louisiana in its Southland Conference
season opener, while Southwest Texas
State steamrolled the Lady Broncs 7-0.
Against SWT, the Broncs earned points
at number three and number five singles.
Matt Gower beat Matt Tate 2-6, 7-6,
7-5 at the third spot, while Oliver Steil
beat Paul Birkett at the fifth position 46, 6-3, 7-5.

Broncs getting better
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

After 14 games, the University of
Texas-Pan American baseball team has
used some scrappy offense and
innovative pitching to post a 7-7 record
which is an improvement over last year’s
2-12 start.
Last season, the Bronc’s notched a
dismal 15-38 record while generating
only 16 home runs, and crossing the
plate 206 times off 177 RBI and 424 hits.

However, this season UTPA’s offense
has generated 7 home runs, 79 RBI’s,
racked up 89 runs and 131 hits.
This year’s offensive output is 30-45
percent of last season’s offensive totals
in a little over a quarter of the schedule.
In the won-lost category, the orangeand-green have already notched 46
percent of last year’s total wins in only
14 games.
Pan Am’s pitching has also seen
improvement. Last year, Bronc pitching

See IMPROVEMENT page 13

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
Feb. 23
Ark.-Monticello (5-5) 0 0 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 - 6 10 3
UTPA (7-7)
000110003-5 6 3
Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - N Johnson; J Bowen
(5); D Keen (6). UTPA - J Duhon; T Sorden (4); J
Gibson (7).
Win-J Bowen (1-0) Save-D Keen (1) Loss-J Duhon
(0-2) Time - 2:55 Attendance - 325
HR UTPA - M Garza
Feb. 22 Game 2
Ark.-Monticello (4-5) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 - 1 4 1
UTPA (7-6)
0010001-260
Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - J McClain; J Johnson
(7). UTPA - B DiOrio; J Gibson (7).
Win - J Gibson (1-1) Loss - J Johnson (0-1) Time 1:58 Attendance - 329
Feb. 22 Game 1
Ark.-Monticello (4-4) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 3 6
UTPA (6-6)
0 1 0 2 0 3 9 0 X -15 13 1

Pitchers: Arkansas-Monticello - B Goswick; L
Johnson (6); S Watkins (7). UTPA - J Lopez; J Saenz
(8).
Win - J Lopez (1-0) Loss - B Goswick (2-1) Time 2:40 Attendance - Not Reported
HR UTPA - M Garza

Batting
G
L. Alamia
9
J. McCoy
14
M. Garza
14
Tony Ortiz
14
Juan Saenz
9
Note: based on at

AB
26
34
59
54
25
least

H
13
14
23
19
7
25 at

R
7
11
11
10
0
bats.

HR
0
0
3
0
0

RBI
3
7
13
8
4

AVG
.500
.412
.390
.352
.280

Pitching
G IP
John Lopez
3 11.1
Ben DiOrio
4 19.0
Aaron Guerra
4 20.2
Note: based on at least 10

W-L ERA SO
1-0
0.79
9
2-0
1.42
12
2-2
3.92
8
innings pitched.

BB
8
6
8
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UTPA Baseball Schedule
Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello

Result
W 11-3
W 13-4
W 7-1
L 10-16
W 3-2
L 2-9
L 5-20
L 1-9
L 3-12
L 8-12 (10)
W 4-0
W 15-0
W 2-1
L 5-6

Site
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
H

Date
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Hou. St.
Sam Hou. St.

Site
A
A
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H

Time
Canceled
Canceled
4 p.m.
1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
H
3 p.m.
Prairie View
H
7 p.m.
Iona vs. Prairie View
H
3 p.m.
Illinois
H
7 p.m.
Illinois vs. Prairie View
H
Noon
Iona
H
7 p.m.

14
14
15
15
16
16

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Iona
H
Iona
H
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

7 p.m.
2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Basketball
Stats
Men’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

G
29
29
29
29
29

Pts Pts/G
424 14.6
308 10.6
262
9.0
243
8.4
237
8.2

G
29
29
29

Reb RB/G
217
7.5
130
4.5
121
4.2

G
28
29
29

No
104
96
56

Rebounds
A. HOLCOMB
T. Sitnikovas
P. Thompson
Assists
JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

A/G
3.7
3.3
1.9

Women’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
Jennifer Piwonka
Julie Porter
Amanda Carlow

G
24
27
27
27
27

Pts Pts/G
331 13.8
292 10.8
208
7.7
169
6.3
156
5.8

Rebounds
G
JULIE PORTER 27
Naima Williams 27
Jennifer Arriola 27

Reb
155
150
109

RB/G
5.7
5.6
4.0

No.
85
80
50

A/G
3.1
3.0
2.1

Assists
G
J. PIWONKA
27
Amanda Carlow 27
Alex Gravel
24
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Internship Website
promises opportunity
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Students at The University of Texas-Pan
American could soon have a chance to work for a
Fortune 500 company after graduation.
INROADS, a non-profit organization that seeks
to increase business career opportunities and
knowledge for minorities, recruits students for
internships, giving corporations the opportunity
to develop diverse managerial talent during their
college career.
“INROADS is very influential for any student
that participates,” said Carole Grant, the firm’s
managing director for central Texas.
According to the INROADS website
(www.INROADS.org) over the last three years,
an average of 60 percent of all graduating
INROADS interns have received immediate fulltime offers from their corporate sponsors.
In order to apply for the internship, the
student must be a minority with a 3.0 average,
have a combined SAT score of at least 900, or an
ACT score of at least 20. The students must also
be pursuing a degree in a business or another
technical discipline, as well as liberal arts, law,
and medicine, and they must demonstrate
outstanding leadership characteristics.
The student must also be a senior in high
school, or a first or second year college student
since at least two summers are necessary in order
to get the internship. The INROADS graduate
internship program recruits third and fourth year
college students planning to pursue an advanced
degree.
INROADS staff proceeds to select 100
students from all applicants after intensive
screening and many one-on-one interviews and
are called the INROADS “talent pool,” a group
of people who will be presented to the
corporations.
INROADS, funded through client sponsorship
fees, foundation grants and contributions, also
provides counseling and training once the student
is selected to receive an internship.
According to www.INROADS.org,
participating companies must make a three-part
commitment: to provide career-related summer
work experience for interns, to form a team of
staff members to guide and oversee the interns
development, and to pay a consecutive salary to
the intern, as well as an annual sponsorship fee
per intern.
Located in Austin, the central office services
all students from south of Waco to the Valley,
said Grant. But its connections with Valley kida
have been sporadic and rife with confusion.

When asked if she services students from
UTPA, Grant replied, “As far as I know, we
haven’t had any students from UTPA, but would
love the opportunity to work for them and help
them with their career planning and
development.”
At UTPA, Career Placement Services (CPS) is
dedicated to serving students at all points in their
undergraduate and graduate academic careers.
As stated in the mission statement, CPS is
responsible for connecting university students
and alumni with prospective employers. In order
to fulfill this responsibility, the organization is
committed to providing high quality services that
enable students, throughout their academic
career, to explore career options, develop
effective job search skills, and ultimately obtain
career related employment or admission to a
professional or graduate school upon graduating
from UTPA.
According to Enedelia P. Kidd, Director of
CPS, INROADS contacted her to see if UTPA
wanted to collaborate with the organization a
year ago. After information was exchanged she
accepted.
“After some time, students came and told me
INROADS was charging them 30 dollars to use
their services but the organization already
receives donations from corporations,” said Kidd.
According to Kidd, the students didn’t need to
pay the $30 fee since CPS assisted UTPA
students with finding jobs and internships for
free.
“I’m here to help the student and to protect the
student,” said Kidd.
Because of this confusion, INROADS and the
Career Placement Services at UTPA lost contact.
Grant, when asked about the 30-dollar fee that
was not made clear to the CPS staff a year ago,
said, “The 30-dollar fee was for the Talent Pool
training which also included breakfast and
lunch.”
When asked if there was any other fee that the
student would have to pay considering
INROADS is a non-profit organization, Grant
replied, “The only other fee is optional, only if
the students wishes to join the INROADS student
association during the year.”
Kidd was notified of the response and said that
she would be more than happy to contact
INROADS once again.
For further information, visit
www.INROADS.org, or contact Daniel Guerrero
at 1(800) 390-1905. CPS is located at UTPA in
the student services building in room 147 or can
be reached my phone at (956) 381-2243 from
eight a.m. to five p.m. Monday through Friday.
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Killer Bees in their house
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

and Williamson Construction Co. of
Pharr. Vela said it has taken five
years of implementation to try to
make the project a reality.
A hive of killer bees is due to
The multipurpose arena has a
arrive in the Valley next fall.
capacity of 7,000 people for regular
Hidalgo, the Rio Grande Valley
events, and can seat up to 5,500 for
town known for “The World’s
hockey games. Wane Davis, the
Largest Killer Bee,” a spectacle
vice president of Global
seen in shows such as the Oprah
Entertainment Marketing System,
Winfrey Show, is welcoming a new
said the company thought the arena
group of killer bees to a new
was a good fit because it can house
hockey arena.
boxing matches, arena football,
The Rio Grande Valley Events
basketball, tennis, and soccer.
Center will be the home of The
“It will enhance the culture of the
Killer Bees, the newest team in the
Valley because it will bring in
Arizona-based Central Hockey
different types of events the Valley
League. The hockey team will drop
does not have,” Davis said. “It will
the puck for pre-season games in
give the Valley a since of
October.
community pride with external and
The arena will not only house the
internal events.”
hockey team, but also bring more
According to both Vera and
than 150 events per season
Davis, club seats and suites are
including concerts, and family
almost sold
shows.
out, while
City
season tickets
Manager Joe
are still
Vera III said
We are excited
available for
that the hockey
the public.
about the arena and
arena will
Different
improve the
the support by the
companies,
quality of life
community. It will
businesses,
of the residents
and law firms
of the Valley
generate jobs, and
around the
because it will
the taxes will benefit
Valley have
bring shows
purchased the
such as Disney
the entire area.
suites and
on Ice, never
- Joe Vera III,
club seats, but
before seen in
Hidalgo City Manager
their names
this part of
cannot be
Texas.
revealed,
Construction and development of
according to Davis.
this arena took five years. Hidalgo
The coliseum will not just benefit
city officials were interested in
the City of Hidalgo, but the entire
simply building a civic center for
Valley by providing jobs, Vera said.
the town, but after extensive
“We are excited about the arena
research they decided to join force
and the support by the community,”
with the Texas Municipal Facilities
Vera commented. “It will generate
Corp., and the International
jobs, and the taxes will benefit the
Coliseum Co., according to Vera.
entire area.”
“We started looking at building a
The good weather in the Valley
civic center,” Vera said. “After
has permitted the construction of
researching and visiting companies
the arena to proceed quickly,
of both centers and coliseums, we
according to Davis. Duane Stark,
came in contact with Rick
vice president of Williamson
Kozuback in the Central Hockey
Construction Co., has estimated the
League and got interested.”
finishing touches of the building
The construction phase for the
will conclude in mid-September,
$20 million project started in June
making the arena ready for use in
2002, and a number of companies
October.
have aided the project. About 15-20
“The building is something the
architects from PBK, a Canadian
people will be very proud of and
company, come down every other
look forward to using it in the
week to run the project, with the
future,” Davis predicted.
help of local architect Eddie Vela
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Sign Language club has increasing activity
By MELISSA MORENO
The Pan American
It started with the French Club, and then there
was a Spanish Club. Now, the University of
Texas-Pan American has an American Sign
Language Organization.
The club was founded in Fall 2001 and
currently has 60-65 members, most of whom
are communication disorders majors. Club
President Eric Martinez says the sign language
organization was formed to “bridge the gap
between the hearing and non-hearing world.”
Most club members already have knowledge
of sign language or have taken one of the two
classes offered at the university.
“Unfortunately,” Martinez says, “we only

have two sign language classes, but eighty to
eighty-five percent of the members know sign
language.”
Club adviser Keith Sibley and his wife Paula
are both sign language instructors who, with the
help of the organization, promote signing to the
community.
The sign club works closely with the South
Texas Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
(STCDHH) and the Valley Association for
Independent Living (VAIL). Club members
tutor deaf children who are part of these two
organizations, and also assist fellow members.
On campus, the sign club hosts bake sales,
“pampered chef” sales, and a silent dinner. With
the silent dinner, members bring one dollar and
can sit and eat with other members of the club,

as well as deaf people in the community.
Martinez says the club has a great influence
on the community.
“In the organization, we do many events,” he
said. “This semester we have a picnic planned
and a bowling night. We invite all the members
of the deaf community, their moms, dads, and
any children they may have, and we invite them
long before we do anything.”
The most profound involvement in the
community comes with the organization’s book
reading at McAllen’s Barnes and Noble, held on
the last Saturday of each month at 3 p.m. The
regular Barnes and Noble book reading is
accompanied by Keith Sibley’s sign language.
According to Martinez, the turnout is always
big, giving the opportunity to give back to the

community.
“It works out really great because just before
that (3 p.m.), they have story time and everyone
kind of sticks around for the signing,” he said.
Last spring, the organization was awarded the
“Service Project of the Year” by UTPA. This
year, members are planning to host a “deaf
picnic” on campus for the deaf community as
well as the public. They are expecting 350-400
people in attendance from San Antonio, Corpus
Christi, Laredo, and the Valley. This event is
open to all members of the organization and the
public.
For more information about the club, e-mail
Eric Martinez at eric8100@prodigy.net, or
attend a meeting, held every Tuesday from 12
p.m.-1 p.m. at the U.C.
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Today, 15 people in need of an organ
transplant will die because there was not an
organ available for a transplant.
In 14 minutes, another person will be
added to the national organ transplant
waiting list. With such a high need here in
South Texas, the Texas Organ Sharing
Alliance is trying to decrease those numbers
one family at a time.
According to Yolanda Montemayor,
TOSA’s Southern Region manager, South
Texas (from San Antonio to the Rio Grande
Valley) has the lowest consent rates in the
United States for organ donation.
“As of right now, there are 1,700 people
on the waiting list, and 1,300 of those are for
kidneys,” Montemayor said.
One such patient that was waiting for a
transplant was 17-year-old Jesica Santilan,
the Mexican national who died in North
Carolina this week after her operation failed
due to the use of the wrong blood type. That
high-profile case makes organ donation an
even more important topic for discussion,
and in the Valley there is a serious discourse
unfolding on the subject.
TOSA has been working in the Valley for
16 years, and servicing families from Rio
Grande City to Brownsville. As an
organization, TOSA has been in operation for
27 years.
2000 Coalition on Donation
Montemayor said the need for kidney
transplants is far greater in South Texas due
to diabetes and high blood pressure, which
are common illnesses among Hispanics.
With kidney problems, there is a dialysis
machine that helps the patient by functioning
as a kidney until the patient has no choice
but to be put on the waiting list. But with
organs such as the lungs and heart, those
patients must be placed on the waiting list
quickly.
“There is no option,” Montemayor said.
“Either they get the lung or heart transplant
or they die.”
TOSA has three main operational
functions. One of those is community
education, which gives people at least a
general idea on the subject. The organization
must also do hospital education where
physicians and the nursing staff are brought
up to date on donation facts.
Montemayor said that organ donation is a,
“very small part,” of the medical field. Their
most important job is to approach families
when brain death occurs.
“The hospital calls us and we evaluate the
patient-and not every person that dies
qualifies to be a donor,” Montemayor said.
“If they aren’t a candidate for organ donation
then we don’t even approach the family.”
Should the patient qualify to be a donor,
the family is approached 30 minutes to an
hour after the death is announced.
“It makes a difficult position to be in
because you’re approaching families that are
going through an emotional roller-coaster,
they’re going through all the stages of
grieving and it becomes a very sensitive
time,” Montemayor said. “So, if we go to
talk to a family and they never discussed
organ donation, the majority of the time
they’re going to say, ‘Well no, we don’t

know what he wanted,’ or, ‘How dare you
ask us this right now.’ You never realize how
important donation is until you are in the
situation.”
With exposure to the subject, the family
doesn’t get offended because they understand
that the discussion of organ donation is a part
of the process. One of the most important
issues TOSA tries to present is the need to
discuss organ donation with families while
no one is in the hospital.
“It’s best to talk about it when there isn’t a
tragedy at hand because really that time is
not the best time because you’re going to be
dealing with lots of emotions,” Montemayor
said.

is the religious views toward the subject.
“Over the past five years we’ve taken great
strides in making sure that the churches
come out to speak on behalf of organ
donation,” Montemayor said. “There is not
one recognized religion in the United States
that opposes organ donation.”
Montemayor and Pinon both agree that
there is an understanding and acceptance
growing around South Texas.
“Now because we’ve done so much
community education—even if they still say
no, they’re calm about it,” Montemayor said.
“The whole thing has evolved into them still
saying no, but at least they have knowledge
about it.”

Dealing with Organ Donation
Even Prado of Rio Grande City was going
into his junior year of high school when he
discovered he had kidney failure. He
managed school, college planning, and
dialysis while waiting for a kidney. Prado
was on the waiting list for six months before
receiving a kidney from his father.
“You never realize how important donation
is until you are in the situation,” he said.
Along with TOSA, Prado agrees that the
majority of the public is uneducated on the
subject and has taken it upon himself to
inform the public.
“I was able to make an informative
interview with Univision where I shared my
story to try to open people’s minds and to
educate them on the issue,” he said. “I also
attended a meeting involving nurses from
Valley hospitals and again shared my
experience.”
Montemayor stated that the decision to
donate is made by the individual. Aside from
discussing it with family, there are stickers
that read ‘DONOR’ that can be placed on a
driver’s license, and there is also the donor
card, which is signed by the individual along
with two witnesses. Both of these are
considered legal documents.
Despite the fact that these are legal
documents, family members still have the
option of declining organ donation. Legally,
the organization can still continue with the
donation, yet Montemayor said that it is a
risk that TOSA is not willing to take.
Richard Pinon, TOSA’s hospital and donor
services coordinator, said in South Texas,
the extended family tend to have difficulty
with the subject of donation, and often has an
effect on the final outcome.
“With the myths of donation, we try to
take people to a comfort level where they
understand the process and that they aren’t
impeding the sanctity of the body because
that’s the belief,” Pinon said.
Another myth that TOSA must dispel often

Community Awareness
In efforts to inform the community on this
issue, TOSA and its volunteers attend health
fairs, do civic and community organization
presentations, as well as spreading the word
to high school students involved in health
classes, Health Occupation Students of
America, and Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps.
TOSA, along with several national
organizations has various projects to increase
awareness. In November, the National Donor
Sabbath is held where all churches across the
nation speak out on behalf of organ donating.
“April is the nationwide Donate Life
month,” Montemayor said. “We take green
ribbons and place them along Business 83
with the help of volunteers.”
Each May, donor families gather for a
donor quilt ceremony. During this ceremony
families’ come together to talk about their
loved one and create a patch that will bind
the quilt together. This creates an opportunity
for loved ones to grief and celebrate life. The
quilt is kept in TOSA’s San Antonio office.
“We don’t want to get away from the
understanding that these families have been
through such tragic situations,” Pinon said.
“Because they’ve donated—they have
touched the lives of many people.”
In the end, Pinon and Montemayor said
they hope to drastically decrease the dramatic
statistics they deal with daily. Slowly, TOSA
is on its way to accomplish their goal. This
past year, there have been 22 donor families
compared to the 12 in 2001.
“Although the donors and recipients are
connected through grieving—recipients
know that someone had to die for them to get
a second chance at life. The donor family—
they’re the true heroes because they had to
think past their moment of grief to give life
to someone else,” Montemayor said.
For further information on organ donor
awareness or volunteer opportunities, call
630-0884.

Organ Donation Facts
• One individual donor can provide organs, bone, and
tissue for 50 or more people.
• Donation is not considered until all efforts to save the
patient’s life have failed.
• Organs & tissue for donation include the heart; liver,
tendons, lungs, skin, pancreas, corneas, bone, kidneys,
intestines, and heart valves
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UTPA downs Incarnate Word Broncs take 2 of 3
from Boll Weevils

Organ topic gaining importance
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
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UTPA comeback falls short as
Arkansas-Monticello wins 6-5
By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American
The University of
Texas-Pan American
baseball team almost
recorded a sweep of the
Arkansas-Monticello
Boll Weevils last
weekend.
But after Saturday's
doubleheader wins,
UTPA was stopped short
in the series finale
Sunday, losing Weevils
6-5, to make its record
7-7 for the year.
“We didn't play good
fundamental baseball,”
head coach Willie
Gawlik said. “We
had errors that
hurt us, and didn’t
get serious until
late in the game.”
It wasn’t until
the third inning of
the game Sunday
that the Boll
Weevils (now 5-5)
scored and took a
2-0 advantage. In
the top of the
fourth frame, they
added one run to
make the score 30.
Having already
plated a run in the
fourth, the visitors
had an
opportunity to put
the game out of reach
with two outs and the
bases loaded, but UTPA
sophomore Jonathan
Mason made a catch in
center field for the third
out.
UTPA’s first score of
the day came in the
bottom of the forth on
freshman Louie
Alamia’s hit to center
field that plated
sophomore Tony Ortiz.
The Weevils
responded with another
run in the fifth, and the
Broncs were down 4-1.
But UTPA responded
as senior Jerome McCoy
stole second base to put
himself in scoring
position. With
sophomore Marco Garza
at the plate, McCoy
advance to third on a
passed ball. Garza
finally has his chance to
hit and took the
opportunity to fire a shot
into left field to score
McCoy, closing the gap
to 4-2.
After the Weevils
added two insurance
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CROWDED: Alex Gravel (5) tries to get position on an Incarnate Word defender during Tuesday night’s 77-68 win for UTPA.

Lady Broncs tally season highs in points and shooting percentage,
while tying a season low in turnovers en route to sixth win of season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American women’s basketball team
scored its highest point total of the
season, defeating Division II Incarnate
Word 77-68 Tuesday night at the
Fieldhouse before a crowd of 255
supporters.
The win improved the Lady Broncs
to 6-21 on the season while dropping
the Crusaders to 15-10 for the year.
Five UTPA players scored in the
double-digits as the team shot a
season-best 52.5 percent from the
floor in attaining the season high. The
women hoopsters also tied a seasonlow in the turnover category by
allowing only nine, and this was one
of the keys to their second win in the
last three games.
Senior forward Alex Gravel led the
Lady Broncs with 20 points, and
upped her all-time scoring record to
1,204 points. Five-foot-seven guard
Jennifer Piwonka netted 16 points and
senior center Naima Williams
contributed 11 to solidify her hold on
second place on the UTPA all-time
scoring list with 1,157 points. Amanda
Carlow and Jennifer Arriola each
added 10 points in the victory.
“It’s a pretty good achievement. I’m
proud of myself. I’ve been here for
four years and worked hard so it’s a
really good achievement for me,”
Williams said on her scoring mark.
UTPA exploded for an early 24-8
lead with 9:58 left to play in the first
half, but IWU fought back by going
on a 20-4 run to tie the game 28-28.
Junior center Shamieka Buckley and
senior guard April Walker led the

Crusader surge with six points apiece.
Five-foot-ten sophomore guard Amy
Mueller led the IWU with 16 points
for the game.
After the Crusader run, Pan Am
settled down and went back to work.
Gravel hit a three-pointer for a 33-30
with 1:28 remaining in the first half
and UTPA held on to go into the
intermission with a narrow 37-32 lead.
“We had to pick up our intensity
and knew that if we did, we would
win the game,” Houston native
Williams said.
In the second half, Pan Am
fashioned a nine-point 58-49 lead over
IWU that was capped by junior Mary

DeCock’s three-pointer with 9:13
remaining.
The Lady Broncs went on a 9-2 run
to take a seemingly commanding 6451 lead with 5:40 left to play,but IWU
closed the gap to come within six
points when senior guard Michelle
Viverette converted a three-point play
to cut Pan Am’s lead to 65-59 with
3:56 remaining.
However, that’s as close as the
Crusaders would get. UTPA outscored
IWU 12-9 in the last three minutes of
the game to pick up its second win in
three games and improve the home
record to 4-9 at the Fieldhouse.
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UP AND AWAY: Lady Bronc Naima Williams shoots against Incarnate Word Tuesday.

runs in the seventh, the
Broncs had one last
chance with two outs in
the ninth inning. After a
walk put McCoy on
first, the senior
advanced to third on an
error.
Senior Bruce Kennedy
slapped a grounder
through the infield to
help McCoy score his
second run of the day
and close the lead to 63.
One batter later, Garza
belted a two-run homer
over the left-field wall
to pull the Broncs within

We didn’t pitch
well and we
played
inconsistently.
The key to win
is to play very
consistent
throughout the
game.
- Willie Gawlik ,
head baseball coach
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a single run.
But the UTPA rally
would fall short as
sophomore catcher Matt
Eichel grounded out to
end the game.
Jason Duhon took the
loss on the mound for
UTPA.
“We didn't pitch well
and we played
inconsistently,” Gawlik
said. “The key to win is
to play very consistent
throughout the game.
We just didn't get
serious until late in the
game.”
UTPA’s chance to
compete against a Big
12 team, Texas Tech,
went by the wayside
because the recent cold
snap made travel to
north Texas difficult.
The team will play at
home this weekend,
March 1-2 against Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi.
March 1 will feature a
doubleheader against
TAMUCC which will
begin at 4 p.m., while
the series finale will
begin at 1 p.m. March 2.
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Gents drop Broncs in home finale
Broncs drop to 10-19 on season, seniors recollect on UTPA careers
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
It was Senior Night and a capacity
crowd packed the UTPA Fieldhouse for
the home finale of the 2002-2003 men’ s
basketball campaign, as the Broncs were
trying to avenge a loss earlier this season
to the Centenary Gentlemen. However
they came up short and lost 78-76.
“We want to go out, just mainly have
fun and think about why we came out to
play basketball,” senior guard Kevin
Mitchell said.
James Davis another senior guard, was
ready for the season to be over, “ I can’t
speak for everybody, it’s been a
frustrating year.”
The Broncs started the game on a 9-2
run led by Mitchell and the Bronc
faithful went into a frenzy as the team
extended the lead to 21-10 with 8:35 left
in the first half.
The Gents were not ready to accept
defeat yet and came roaring back to tie
the game up at 30 going into the
intermission.
The Gentlemen came out the second
half with something to prove, led by
their star forward Andrew Wisniewski
who was in foul trouble in the first half.
They manufactured a lead of 63-49 with
7:07 left, that’s when the Broncs had
seen enough and went on a 16-6 run to
close the gap to 69-65 with 2:50
remaining.
In the final seconds of this thriller
which went down to the wire, junior
forward Allen Holcomb had an
opportunity to tie the game with two
pressure free throws, but only made one
out of two and the Broncs dropped a
devastating heart breaker. Holcomb
ended the game with 17 points and

ripped down seven rebounds.
Head Coach Bob Hoffman said “Eric
Montalvo played one of his best games,
he hit some big shots.” Sophomore guard
Eric Montalvo finished the game with 20
points and 10 rebounds for his second
double-double of the season.
"The guys came out with a lot of
energy and enthusiasm, they fought like
crazy and played hard until the end,"
head coach Bob Hoffman said about the
effort of his team.
Mitchell played every minute of the
final home game of his Bronc career; he
ended as the high scorer with 26 points.
“There was excitement, drama and
suspense, it was a wild game,” Mitchell
said.
The Broncs fell to 10-19 with the
defeat. UTPA will close out their season
on the road against Morris Brown in
Atlanta, Ga. on March 1 at 5 p.m.
SENIOR NIGHT
Before the Broncs played their home
basketball finale, the University of
Texas-Pan American wanted to recognize
the senior’s men basketball players for
their hard work and dedication.
The ceremony acknowledged Kevin
Mitchell, Tomas Sitnikovas, Gabe Cortez
and James Davis, awarding them with
their jerseys and appreciation for what
they have done for the Bronc family;
following the festivities the four seniors
started their last career home game.
After the loss to Centenary the players
reflected on what being a Bronc
basketball player meant to them.
"Coach Hoffman taught me a lot, not
just about basketball but about life,"
Mitchell said. "This year was hard, I
have memories that will last forever."

He went on to say, “there
were many things this
season that gave us
challenges, we came
together and tried to
overcome.”
Gabe Cortez who walkedon as a freshman but seldom
played, ended his final season
as a Bronc with a bang, making
his first ever collegiate start
against Centenary.
"Hoffman and his family were
really great to me, I don’t think any
other coach would have given me a
chance," he said.
"I had teammates from all over
the world and got to travel all over
the country, it was a great
experience." The senior that
traveled half across the world to
become a Bronc player Tomas
Sitnikovas said. "We learned
discipline, time management and
how to take care of business, the
team had great chemistry. My
teammates are my friends and I
will have contact with them
forever."
“They are all good kids, they
always gave it their all,” head
coach Hoffman said. “It was a
pleasure having them on my team.”
Guard James Davis summed it up
best when he said, "basketball is just
a game, the important thing is I got
my education, my teammates made it
special."
So four Bronc seniors have
learned wisdom is not measured by
the total points on the scoreboard,
but in the lessons taught through
life experiences and relationships
with people.

Photos by Ed
Chrnko/The Pan
American
DISH: Sophomore Eric Montalvo
(left photo) passes the ball as
Derrick East fills the lane during
the UTPA home finale against
Centenary Monday night.
Right photo: Junior Allen Holcomb
goes up for a shot against
Centenary on Monday night. The
Broncs dropped their season
home finale against the Gents7876, giving UTPA a 10-19 record.
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In Weslaco a
short high-speed
chase early
Wednesday
morning ended in
a cabbage field
with the driver
fleeing on foot.
Police originally
attempted to stop
the car for
speeding. When
the driver was
caught, officials
realized he had
six illegal aliens
in the vehicle,
including two
hiding in the
trunk. The driver
was arrested and
the aliens were
detained by
Border Patrol
agents. The case
is still under
investigation.
■

WAKEUP CALL

An Edinburg
school bus was
involved in an
accident
Wednesday
morning before
school bells rang.
The bus collided
with a Ford
Mustang on the
corner of Monte
Cristo and Terry
Road. Three
students and the
driver of the
Mustang were
taken to McAllen
Medical Center.
Two of the
students were
from
Economedes
High School and
the other from
Memorial Middle
School.

EMPHATIC— Former
Congressman Kika de la
Garza speaks to UTPA
students Wednesday.
The Valley native served
in politcs on many levels
for over 30 years, and
was one the first highprofile Hispanics to
make it big in government
Celeste Y. Tello/The Pan American

Longtime politico Diabetes, kids
speaks on campus paired in event
By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

Kika de la Garza made his first visit to
the UTPA campus as a guest speaker this
past Tuesday where he stood in front of
students for a casual exchange of
questions and answers.
De la Garza is a Mercedes native who
graduated from Mission High School. He
enlisted in the U.S. Navy at age 17 and
served until 1946. In 1952, he was elected
to the Texas House of Representatives,
where he served six consecutive terms. In
1964, de la Garza was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives for the 15th
district of Texas and served his last term
in 1997.
Dr. Jerry Polinard was responsible for
bringing de la Garza to UTPA to share his
experience with students, and he hopes to
generate more visits from various
politicians.
“We thought we’d have an opportunity
here to inaugurate a series of programs

that we’ll call ‘conversations with,’”
Polinard said. “This actually goes back, I
ran into Kika last fall at the senatorial
debate held in Brownsville and he
mentioned that he had never been invited
to talk overall at the campus. I just
thought ‘Gosh what an opportunity for our
students to have an opportunity with a
person with that wealth of experience.’”
With de la Garza’s interest in speaking
at UTPA and Polinard’s invitation, it
wasn’t long before the students would
have a chance to ask their former state
representative questions.
For Polinard, de la Garza’s visit is the
first in what he hopes will become a series
of visits from different political figures.
“Hopefully we’ll be able to use this as a
springboard to bring other speakers to the
campus over time,” Polinard said. “At
least one per semester.”
De la Garza was willing to come to
UTPA and said that he will travel
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By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

The University of Texas
Border Health Office is
sponsoring a diabetes awareness
campaign targeting young kids
in school.
The Office, which is part of
The University of Texas-Pan
American, is hosting a diabetes
campaign March 3-7 in an effort
to educate school children about
the dangers of the disease. The
School Education and
Enrollment Project (SEEP)
targets 4th-grade students across
the Rio Grande Valley. Incidence
of the disease among Hispanics
is greater than with any other
ethnic minority, reaching as high
as 20 percent in the Valley
according to recent scientific
studies.
This campaign will be
conducted through 31 school

districts and will reach an
estimated 21,000 4th-graders.
According to Eddie Quintanilla,
health education coordinator for
Border Health, the diabetes
awareness campaign is targeting
them because they are more
susceptible to receiving
information.
“It is proven that students in
the 4th grade are more receptive
to information,” said Quintanilla.
The campaign given to these
students will feature lesson plans
given to the teachers regarding
diabetes at least two weeks prior
to March 3. The teachers will
have time to review them before
presenting them to their students.
If they have any questions
regarding the lesson plans the
teachers have been informed that
the school nurses are available to
assist them when presenting the
lessons to the children.
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